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AGM Report 2019 

It is always thought-provoking to look back over a year’s effort and 

achievements, and there are those who look at things with a glass half-full or 

half-empty. If we look with the latter attitude, we could be pessimistic and say 

how little has changed in many areas of church life, and some things have 

stopped altogether. 

On the other hand, with an optimistic view, I get the sense that we are lifting 

our heads and looking to the future with more confidence. Power Praise has 

deepened our prayer and worship life and encouraged new talent to step 

forward to have a go in Sunday worship. The Alpha Course has shown us that 

we are prepared to challenge ourselves to go deeper in our faith, and we are 

good at having food with everything! The monthly Sunday Breakfast has also 

encouraged fellowship amongst us, giving support to overcome loneliness and 

helping networks of friendship to grow. We began the Kids Club with a certain 

amount of trepidation, but we have found a regular group of over 15 children 

meeting for fun and games every month, along with themed crafts and 

activities leading up to a time for sharing of the Christian message. 

Amongst our regular business we also recommend up to two church stewards 

for duties starting next May. 

If you would like to be part of what this church can become, then please come 

to the Church Annual General Meeting. 

God Bless 

Malcolm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Treasurer’s Report for the Financial Year September 2017 to August 2018  

The Church accounts for the financial year ending 31st August 2018 have been 

audited and accepted as correct and are on the board in the Hall Porch.  From 

the accounts it can be seen that income exceeded expenditure by £13,282.36, 

thanks to the amazing £20,000 raised on the gift day.  

Regrettably we now we have very few families in the Church and our 

congregation is elderly but generous. 

Thank you to all who give so generously throughout the year; from the graphs 

we can see that our giving is 86% of our income. We ask you to continue to 

give as much as you can so we can continue to serve God and the community 

in Central. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 



 

Property Report - Central Methodist Church Launceston AGM 2018 
 

1.  Decorating of the main hall and parts of the church mentioned in last 
year’s report have been done. 

 
2.  The Dingley hall has been decorated including cleaning and varnishing 

of floor. And all lights have been updated hopefully cutting down the time 
and cost of future repairs, plus a TV screen fitted. 

 
3.  The new doors to the main kitchen cupboards have been fitted, thanks 

to Irene & Henry Stanbury. 
 

4.  The vestry has been decorated with most of the damp walls in its toilet 
covered with plastic splashback.  

 

5.  We have had to replace the combi boiler in the main kitchen which 
feeds hot water and the hall heating. We have also replaced the fridges in 

the main and Dingley kitchens. 
 

6.  Repairs to the outside of the stained glass Dingley window have been 
attended to.  

 
7.  The slates on the R/H transept (above the vestry yard) have been 

replaced and thankfully the wood work is not damaged. A new DVD has 
been fitted to the main hall media system. 

 
8.  I have not been able to find a suitable pigeon deterrent that can be 

fitted to the front of the of the Church 
 

9.  Quite some time has been spent on updating the fire/ health and 

safety risk assessments which are now fully covered.  
 

10. We are considering looking at alternative lighting for the Church which 
should cut the cost of electricity. 

 
David Allen 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Action for Children 

With the good support we always enjoy both in this Church and the Circuit, in 

2018 we raised £1,666.35. 

We held a Coffee Morning in February and a lunch on Action for Children Day 

in July when there were also retiring collections held at both Lifton and 

Central, proceeds from the loose change jar in Central porch plus the contents 

of the boxes. 

Thank you to everyone who supported us in any way during the year enabling 

us to achieve this result. 

Margaret Baker and Joan Helme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Action Group 

St Piran’s evening  in the Hall on 5th March raised £300 for St Petroc’s . An 

enjoyable evening which was said to be the best yet so please note the date 

for this year 5th March 

In May a Cornwall Historic churches group visited this  area and we had the 

pleasure of providing refreshments before the short service which ended the 

visit.  

A beautiful day in June saw several gardens open on St Catherine’s Hill  with 

tea served at Avril Colwill’s overlooking the castle and surrounding 

countryside. Many thanks to all those involved in this event which raised £600 

for Christian Aid.  

A special £5 train trip to New Mills in September was well supported and great 

fun - you may have heard the tale of the wheelchair!!!!! 

A summer evening town walk led by Rob Tremaine was extremely interesting 

and ended with a light supper at the Eagle House Hotel. 

October saw the usual Monday night Harvest supper and sale of fruit, 

vegetables etc with many other gifts going to the Food Bank. 

The town late shopping evening was on 30th November. In the Hall there were 

activities for children and the Bouncy Castle from the Bridge, together with hot 

drinks and mincepies for adults. People were invited to enter through the 

church to look at the Christmas decorations before enjoying refreshments and 

a chat.  

On  December 2nd we were invited to attend  the candlelit Advent evening 

service at St Mary’s. The church was beautifully decorated with the trees 

remaining from the Christmas Tree Festival. 

Dates for your diaries:- 
St Piran’s on 5th March 
Quiz night on 29th March       
 



Why Alpha? 

It all started a few months ago with Pete Greig’s excellent 24/7 prayer course. 

Inspiring stuff which led directly to the monthly Power Praise meetings and a 

sense that we really must revisit Alpha at some point in the future. Now many 

of us have done or been involved in Alpha in various guises before but that was 

a very long time ago and some serious preparation and planning was needed if 

we were going to do this! Fortunately the Alpha website now makes it pretty 

easy with all the materials we could need and mostly for free with a newly 

updated and professionally produced film series. A lot of training and a lot of 

support. Nicky Gumbel still features  but seems to be taking more of a backseat 

role these days and with more greying hair and glasses! 

 

So with the core team setup and lots of prayer taking place, the next issue to 

consider was whether the church was with us and prepared to support what is 

a pretty demanding and labour intensive activity. The answer fortunately was a 

resounding yes. An excellent team of hosts, helpers, catering team and prayer 

supporters came together to offer their time and their talents to the project. 

And went through the training even though there was no real indication 

whether anyone would turn up or indeed if we would be totally overwhelmed 

by the numbers. Or perhaps somewhere in between. And we were set to go 

from 20th September which seemed quite a long way away... 

 

And then all too quickly the start date arrived and off we went! People did 

start to come through the door and the Church Hall came alive. And they 

mainly continued to attend week after week. It’s all too easy to get fixated on 

numbers but we had around 30 per week on average. A mixture of people 

from our own congregation, some that we knew, some that we met for the 

first time, some who had seen the advertising, some who came but didn’t like 

it, some who we were confidently expecting but didn’t come. A fairly typical 

Alpha course then! 

 

The highlights for me were firstly the food, which was consistently amazing. 

The catering and support staff were excellent and I’m convinced this was one 

of the main reasons why so many came back to complete the course. Secondly 

for  the most part the technology worked and the film series was most 



interesting and thought provoking. The third element, the group discussions 

were difficult at first to set up because of the fluctuating numbers and how to 

place them in the hall. We finally got the hang of it and eventually we settled 

down as people became established in their groups and more open and 

confident to share. I think that many friendships were made which will 

hopefully continue and deepen. And a particular mention for the weekend 

away. These are always special moments for me and this was no exception. 

Hosted at the Filling Station at Coryton by permission of the lovely David and 

Sylvia Andrews in beautiful surroundings. Such a great time.  

 

And then just as quickly it was all over. Christmas was approaching, we were 

saying fond farewells and Thursday  evenings were not going to be quite the 

same again!  And as we start the New Year it’s perhaps a good opportunity to 

take stock and see what we got out of it. Im quite sure that everyone was 

blessed in some way. For me, despite the ups and downs and the frustrations 

along the way, I had a confidence that God was with us every step of the way. 

And I had the opportunity to work with a group of amazing people and to get 

to know them better. We may never know in this lifetime what God was doing 

but He was there in the midst of us and doing what he does best ie changing 

lives. A lot of hard and challenging work but rewarding in so many ways. 
 

So do we run Alpha again? I certainly hope so. I don’t know how, when, where 

or why this might happen. Hopefully soon. We might do ‘Big Alpha’ or a series 

of small Alphas depending on the level of demand and where that demand is. I 

personally can’t  think of a better way of reaching the many people in our 

communities who are looking for meaning and purpose in their lives. And it’s 

so much fun! 

Michael Carpenter 

10 January 2019 

 

 

 

 

 



Cedar Grange Care Home Monthly Services 

A full programme of monthly services was arranged for 2018 and, in the main, 

these took place as planned.  There were a number of management and staff 

changes at the home which meant we had new friendships to cultivate with 

those responsible for the activities for the residents.  However, the newest 

recruit into the post of enabler is a Christian and seems keen to support our 

services and we are looking forward to working with her team over the coming 

months. 

Rev Malcolm Jones conducts our quarterly communion service and the rest of 

the services are led by members of Central under the charge of Elizabeth 

Rodgers, the lay preacher appointed by the Circuit. 

We have sadly lost a few of our regular congregation members, both to death 

and due to frailty and deterioration in mental capacity, but those who attend 

seem happy to do so and those who can still read and sing enjoy the hymn 

singing.  At our last service in January, Malcolm took the theme of Epiphany 

and the rendering of ‘We three kings’ with part singing by the men and women 

was good enough to attract the attention of passing staff! 

We meet at Cedar Grange on the second Thursday of each month and would 

welcome any friends from Central to swell the singing.  We start at 2.15pm.  

See you there? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Launceston Central Family Album 2017-18 
 
The Central Family Photograph album has been kept up to date over the year 
thanks to the hard work and diligence of Jacqueline Robbins who coordinates 
church member’s photos for the album. The final artwork and printing is done 
by David Rogerson. 
 
As well as containing photographs of the church family, there is also 
information and the names of the current church council representatives. 
 
The ‘In Memoriam’ section at the back of the album is a source of comfort for 
many church members. If you have a photo of a family member or friend who 
you would wish to be included in the ‘In Memoriam’ section of those who died 
prior to 2012, please do speak to Jacqueline Robbins (contact details below).  
 
This album is a living and sensitive document and every effort is made to 
ensure it is kept correct and up to date. To help in this process please do not 
hesitate to report any errors, omissions or photographs that require changing 
to Jacqueline Robbins (01566 772446), David Rogerson (01579 370412) or any 
of the church stewards. 
 
David Rogerson & Jacqueline Robbins 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chattabox 

We meet each Wednesday during term time in the Epworth Room from 9 – 

11.30 a.m. 

The average number of preschool children attending is about 20 together with 

their mums or carers. These are fun mornings , quite noisy but very enjoyable! 

We provide different activities for the children each week giving them the 

opportunity to create and play in a safe and relaxed area. 

Although few of the families attend any of the town’s churches we were 

pleased to see several of our mums and children meeting in the Hall on the 

late shopping evening – they were most appreciative of the activities available 

to them so ‘thank you’ to all who helped make that possible.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Christian Aid 

The past year for Christian Aid supporters has been a lively one, stimulated by the 

brave decision to become involved with the Ghana Community Partnership Project in 

which we committed ourselves to raise £5,000 by the end of 2019.  Jill Stone our 

C/Aid Co-ordinator for Cornwall, encouraged us to take this on at our February 

meeting, and reminded us that the target was to raise the money through a variety 

of activities in addition to Christian Aid Week. If we can raise £5000 an EU initiative 

will triple it. This opportunity is too good to miss and the group has been working 

hard to achieve this goal.  

 This Community project aims to promote job creation and expand economic 

activities for young people. It also aims to empower young women and people with 

disabilities, and work towards a more equal working environment. We have been 

thrilled with the response of churches to this challenge, the Big Breakfast held on 

Sat Dec 1st was a great success, and would not have been possible without the team 

of 24 volunteers and the support of many who joined us on the day. At present we 

have raised £3489.81 for the Ghana Community Project. 

Christian Aid Week took place from May 12th -19th and on May 12th the Annual 

Boyton Churches Coffee Morning was hosted by Boyton Parish Church in the village 

hall with a team of volunteers hosted by Jenny Smith and friends. Ruth Allin and her 

team from Boyton Methodist Church provided a selection of drinks and refreshments 

                     How we raised the money in Christian Aid Week 2018  

                  Event                                                             Amount Raised 

Church Collections                                                                     £575-50 

Boyton Churches Coffee Mng & Bring & Buy                                 £430-00 

Soup & Sweet Lunch at Central                                                   £889-10                               

                                                                                              Total      £1894-60p 

C/Aid Emergency fund for Karala and Disasters Relief fund      Total      £1140-92p 

We are very pleased to have welcomed Chris & Julia Gaunt to our Group during the 

past couple of years and we are delighted they have offered to take on the role of 

Co-ordinators from January 1st 2019. We look forward to the experience they bring 

from their involvement with Christian Aid in the Dursley Circuit in Gloucestershire.I 

would like to express my sincerest thanks to Jenny, and our great team of 

volunteers who have been a source of ideas, fun, and encouragement, during the 

past years, supporting Christian Aid and the inspiring work they do among some of 

the world’s poorest people.                                   T A Cook 17/01/2019   



Church Stewards Report  

2018 has been an eventful year at Central .Highlights of the year include the 

Lent course, a visit from the Cornish Methodist Historical Association, the 

launch of the new Kid's club, the Alpha course and the Late Night Shopping 

evening when over 500 

 

'Angels' were made and given out in town and our hall was packed with adults 

and children enjoying refreshments and activities. We also hosted the very 

successful WW1 100 exhibition when we welcomed hundreds of people into 

our church. 

 

The stewards thank all those who during the past year have helped to lead and 

support, not only the new initiatives, but also the many existing groups, 

activities and the essential duties, often behind the scenes, that ensure the 

smooth running of our Sunday worship services and the maintenance of our 

premises. 

 

As always, we have had an amazing response to appeals for help with catering, 

for so many events, and we look forward to continuing to offer Church 

Breakfast and Fellowship Lunches throughout the coming year. These meals 

provide us with great opportunities to invite people who would enjoy the food 

and friendship, but are not yet part of our fellowship. 

 

There is still so much more we need to be doing to continue our outreach and 

mission together with other Christians in Launceston. Let us all prayerfully 

consider where God is calling us as we go forward together. 

Pauline Smith and Sue Howe 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Churches Together in Launceston 

Churches Together continue to meet regularly and encourage united events 

and services. The recent United Service at the Town Hall saw around 300 

people worship pray and hear the Word preached.  

Foodbank continues to operate and meet the needs of many families who find 

themselves in crisis, especially those moving on to Universal Credit. The Shop 

which is run largely by volunteers has been a great success and means that we 

are one of the few self-funding Foodbanks in the country.  

Street Pastors continue to patrol the town’s streets and help to defuse any 

potential flashpoints on Saturday nights, and now that the Storm nightclub has 

closed and people are staying in town until the early hours, there has been a 

greater demands on the Pastors but this is settling down.  

Money Advice also meet regularly with a growing number of clients and we 

have heard from Sarah Vinson their manager about the financial needs to 

continue to run what is a vital service to the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Costa Coffee Bible Study Group 

A group of usually 5 or 6 of us continue to meet on Monday afternoons in 

term-time,  as we have done for over a year now.  We have a potential 

membership of 10 different people who join us from time to time.  During our 

sessions, using study notes from the Christian Bookshop, we take turns to lead, 

looking at passages from both Old and New Testaments, and trying to apply 

them to life today.  Discussion is often lively and noisy, with a lot of laughter, 

and we have a great deal of fun together. 

As ever, we are grateful for the welcome we receive from the staff, whom we 

now consider friends. 

We would be delighted to see anyone who would like to come along and join 

us. 

Thank you, Cathie  

 

CRADLE ROLL 

At present there are 2 boys and 2 girls on the Cradle Roll. (These are children 

who have been christened at Central and are currently up to and including the 

age of 3).  I send each of them a card for their birthday from the Church.   

During 2018 we have had one Dedication at Central but no Christenings. 

Jean Cavey 

Cradle Roll Secretary 

Crèche Report 

There has been no demand for crèche facilities this year as we currently have 

no preschool age children attending the services. A new rota will not be drawn 

up for the coming year but we will continue to monitor the situation and offer 

assistance if any young children should be present at a service. Toy bags are 

still available and can be offered to any young children who do attend. 

Val Carpenter 



Flower Report 2018 

The flower rota has been revised over the last year and we are using silk flower 

arrangements usually once a month. 

We are sorry that Sue Hindley is now unable to be a part of the flower team 

and we would like to thank her and Pat for all the help they have given and still 

look forward to their advice when needed. 

The displays for special occasions over the year have been exceptional, 

especially at Easter, Harvest and Christmas. We hope that you all take a minute 

to look at each decorated window ledges, since they all tell a story and make 

the Church look beautiful. 

Irene Stanbury and the residents of Elmsleigh have also played a great part in 

the Christmas and table decorations for other events, including World War 1 

and the Alpha course.  Again many thanks to Joan Cottrell for taking  Sunday 

flowers to the Rest Homes and also other people who are in need or unwell.  

We are pleased to welcome Joanna Horley to our team and if anyone else 

would like to join us please let me know. 

There is a flower fund needed for ancillary items, namely Oasis, Florist tape 

and other items and donations always thankfully received. 

At times the flower room becomes very untidy and gets used as a dumping 

ground.  Please don’t leave items in there. If you use the room then please 

clean it up and take away any rubbish. 

Elaine Wright. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ladies Friendship Group 

The Ladies Friendship group continue to meet on the first Thursday of each 

month from 10.30 am.  On average we have been a group of 9 who have 

enjoyed a variety of activities including a walk, garden visit, visit to Charlie 

Bears and craft demonstrations. 

We also had a very informative and interesting talk by Jenny Bailey about the 

ladies section of the British Legion.  Our March meeting had to be cancelled 

due to snow and our July meeting was cancelled because of the extreme hot 

weather! – so we wait and see what this new year will bring.   

We remain an informal group who would welcome any ladies to join us for any 

or all of our meetings – you do not have to ‘belong’ to the group, just come 

along when you are able.  Please feel free to ask for a copy of the programme. 

                                                                                               Julia Boundy 

 

JMA Report 

Thank you to everyone who has continued to faithfully support JMA this year. 

Many of you still give regularly, either on Sunday morning in the special 

offering box, use the box in the entrance hall or contribute to the Christmas 

card gift appeal. 

Coad’s Green and Lifton also fundraise for JMA and the total from the Circuit 

for the period Sept 2017 – Aug 2018 was £679.71 of which £460.00 was from 

Central. 

So far this year, to Dec 2018 you have given £ 218.80   including £60 from 

Christmas cards. 

Thank you to everyone who has helped with this. 

Sue 

 

 

 



Kernow House – hymn singing in the Dementia unit 

Every Thursday afternoon sees 2 or 3 people from Central and around the 

circuit visiting the Dementia unit to lead a short service.  Chris and I have been 

doing this for a couple of years and find it very rewarding even though there 

doesn’t seem to be much response. 

We usually start with 2 or 3 hymns, trying to sing ones that people might 

remember from childhood, then I read one of the ‘Open the Book’ stories.  We 

have prayers, Chris gives a little message to expand the story.  We usually sing 

about 6 hymns in all.  We’re very grateful to the people who come and play the 

organ. 

Please pray for the staff and patients, that they will respond to God’s word. 

Rosemary Paxman 

 

Kids Club Report 

The Kids Club has been taking place on the 3rd Friday of each month since 

September 2018. We have seen between about 12 and 20 children attend each 

month. There is a choice of activities including cooking, craft, ball games and 

table games finishing with a short talk or DVD clip and prayer. There is also a 

snack time. The children who attend seem keen to come and enjoy what they 

do but we hope the numbers will increase and there is a possibility of running 

the club more frequently depending on the availability of helpers.  

Mark Blencowe (from the Bridge Church) offered his help to get the club going 

for 3 months which he has done but we now need to continue under our own 

steam and would welcome other helpers to get involved. 

We also joined with Launceston Community Church for a Light Party as an 

alternative to Halloween; and we had a Christmas Party where the Community 

Church children were also invited. 

We continue to look for ways to encourage children to come and ways to 

advertise the club. 

Val Carpenter 



Milltown Farm House Group 

Our fortnightly meetings continue to be a time of friendship and fellowship. 

We begin with a time to chat over tea and cakes, generously provided by 

Jacqueline. The usual pattern is for us to read a Bible passage together and 

discuss it. We try to understand the context and the meaning for those 

involved and also what God is teaching us through it today. We end with 

prayer when we remember those in need and the ministry of the church. 

This year began with a Lent Study when we looked at the events of Holy Week, 

sometime focussing on some aspects which we don’t often get the opportunity 

to think much about. 

Summer term meetings took the form of longer Bible readings when we took 

more time to read favourite passages together and talk about what they 

meant to us. The Alpha Course began in the autumn and as we meet in the 

afternoon we felt we should continue to do so but use our time together to 

pray for the course, those attending it and those running it. 

We have enjoyed several meals together throughout the year. We all really 

value the close fellowship and times of sharing and support which these 

meetings provide and would encourage everyone to join a group of this type. 

We would love to welcome anyone who is free to join us on Thursday 

afternoons at Milltown Farm. 

 

 

Music Group update... 

We would like to thank you all for your patience and your positive attitude as 

we try to put this together here at Central. The learning curve is steep and we 

don’t always get it quite right but we are working hard and we will get there in 

the end. In the meantime bring earplugs! We think that it is really important to 

have a balance of worship styles to complement what we already have and we 

would encourage anyone who has any kind of musical ability to come forward 

and have a go! 

Mike Carpenter 

 



Open the Book 

‘Open the Book’ operates much as before in the local area.  The Group I belong 

to meet every week, taking in St. Catherine’s school and Egloskerry, each 

Wednesday at 9.15 am and 10.15 am respectively.  Another group visits 

Windmill School and St. Stephens and a third group goes to five village schools, 

Lewannick Primary, Lewanick Nursery, Coads Green, Trekenner and South 

Petherwin. 

Recently another group has been formed to go to Lewtrenchard School – I 

believe they started this week. 

We all continue with the same format. Introduce the subject matter, and then 

the narrator reads the story while the rest of the team act it out.  We finish 

with a conclusion and a prayer. 

Then we go back for coffee and practise for the following week.  We would 

value your prayers that God will speak to the children and the teachers. 

Rosemary Paxman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Pastoral   Report 
 
Once again I thank the pastoral visitors for their visiting and care.  They take on 
this important work on behalf of our Church.  If you know anyone in the 
Church who is ill or would like a visit please contact me or our Minister. 
Our thanks to Joan Cottrell who does great pastoral work when she takes our 

Church flowers on Mondays to people who are sick or unable to attend our 

services.   I know this is greatly appreciated by the people who receive them. 

Thanks are due to David Rogerson for keeping our photo album up to date 

which is displayed in the Church porch.   Do use this to recognise the people in 

our Church. 

Please let me know if we have new people attending our services.   Give them 

a warm welcome and if they have moved into our area please let me know.  

Summary of Membership for October 2017 - 2018 

Transfer In Members (5) 
Hilda Chidley 
Sylvia Dawe 
Susie Jamieson 
Nicola Sleep 
Ivor Webber                                                                                                      
                                                                                                     
Transfer Out Members (2) 
Mervyn Parnell 
Marguerite Smith                                      
                        
 Ceased  To Meet (4) 

Anne Wing 
Dennis Wing 
Matthew Breed 
Emma Breed               

    

Out By Death  Members   (5) 

Janet Barriball   Wenda Gibert     
Betty Pascoe    Margery Welsford 
Wilfred Cole  



 

Out By Death  Adherent  (2) 

Terry Bartlett      Mac Wood   

Membership at November 2017  155 

Members transferred in        5  

       160 

Out By Death etc.       11  

Total Membership November 2018  149                   

 Jacqueline Robbins 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Power Praise  

Prayer is one of the foundations upon which the early church was built. Jesus 

spent much time in prayer and taught his followers to do likewise. 

Power Praise  

 

This group started as a result of the Prayer course which we did during Lent 

2017 and has continued to meet regularly during the past year. There is time 

for worship, sharing and prayer as we seek God's guidance and help and bring 

the needs of our community before Him. Much of the inspiration and desire to 

run the Alpha course came through these meetings. 

Do come and join us sometime, even if you are unable to make a regular 

commitment. 

Pauline Smith 

 

Prayer Triplets 

A prayer triplet consists of a small group who undertake to meet regularly to 

pray. Three is a good number, but it can be two or four! 

These times of prayer bind us together and we are encouraged in our Christian 

life by the fellowship and support we find as we share our concerns about 

people and situations that we have on our hearts. 

It would be good to get some more Triplets meeting together during this 

coming year to pray for the mission and witness of the Christian church in 

Launceston and beyond. 

Pauline Smith 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Projectionists for Sunday Morning Worship  2017-18 
 

The Duty Projectionists role at Central is to liaise with the worship co-ordinator 

and/or preacher for any given Sunday morning (and some evening) services to 

discuss the details and requirements for their service.  

This detail is used to create a ‘schedule file’ which may include video links and 

PowerPoint files in the computer’s Easy-Worship program. An additional new 

program has now been installed called iSingWorship, which runs song tracks 

and includes the audio via the sound system. The team will be given training on 

this new program and I must take this opportunity to thank the projection 

team for their patience in meeting the challenges that new programs present. 

The team for the reporting period was as follows: 

 Jenny Cook 

 Joan Helme 

 Janet / David Rogerson 

 Maggie Macoun (pm services) 

 Steve Dolley, John Fitzpatrick and Pat White have all retired from the 
team during 2018. We thank them for all their work and support in the 
past. 

 

There is a real urgent need for new helpers to join the team which is being 

stretched to meet needs. If you feel you could help you would be most 

welcome. This important job may seem a little daunting at first, but anyone 

with a basic knowledge of computers and with some simple training is able to 

undertake the task. It is not too onerous and is a real contribution to the life of 

the churches worship. 

If you have any questions please speak to David Rogerson (01579) 370412 or 

david@lamc.org.uk 

David Rogerson 

 

 

 



Roydon Road Housegroup 2018 report 

This has been a successful year for the housegroup with very regular 

attendance and active participation by members in the spiritual and 

spiritual/social discussions that ensued. Early in the year, we used a study 

guide on the ‘Second Coming’. This turned out to be a vast subject with lots of 

input from members and was very informative. 

Following this, we watched a series of DVD Bible studies by the American 

author Philip Yancey entitled ‘What’s so amazing about Grace?’. There was a 

vast range of discussion on the spiritual/social subject of ‘Grace’ and its 

implications for our attitudes. Of particular impact was the discourse by Philip 

and discussion on the subject of homosexuality based around Christian 

conviction. Is it possible to be gay and a committed Christian? What should the 

Christian attitude in the 21st century church be? Have past teachings been 

authoritative and has that authority become more enlightened, revised or 

even debased? Is this good or bad? 

In the summer, we decided to suspend the meetings to support the welcome 

and successful Alpha course. Subsequently, it was felt we should restructure 

and re-locate to different areas to encourage others to attend. These will 

possibly be held on a Thursday, but in Langore in the Wrights’ home and South 

Petherwin to the Paxmans’ new home (and perhaps elsewhere) thereby 

encouraging a larger combined attendance for Central’s housegroups. This 

could change to fit in with an Alpha follow-up group. We hope to encourage 

this wider attendance to include interested folks from South Petherwin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sound System Operators for Worship/Church Activities 2017-18 
 
The Duty Sound System Operators role at Central is to liaise with the worship 
co-ordinator, musicians and/or preacher for any given Sunday morning (and 
some evening) services to discuss the details and requirements for their 
service.  
Currently the team is as follows: 

 Barry Greenaway (now recently retired from the role) 

 David Allen 

 Eric Rowland 

 Mike Carpenter 

 Andi Smart - 245 Revive (Coad’s Green – advisory help) 
 

We are always on the lookout for new helpers of all ages for the team, so if 

you feel you could help you would be most welcome. This responsible job is 

really important but not too onerous and is a real contribution to the life of the 

churches worship. 

If you have any questions please speak to Barry Greenaway or a member of the 

team. 

David Rogerson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Children’s Work / Sunday Club Report 

Sunday Club for school age children continues to operate on the 3rd Sunday of 

each month. The children start off in the service and then are taken to the 

Epworth Room for their own teaching program, usually involving games, 

activities, crafts, DVD clips or stories and songs. There are 6 children coming 

fairly regularly with another 2 or 3 who come occasionally. 

On the 1st Sunday of each month the children are included in the Family 

Service and usually have an activity to do at the front of the Church. 

The children particularly enjoy the family breakfast before the service which 

will now take place on the 1st and 3rd weeks of each month. 

The Christingle service was popular and it was good to see that some of the 

children’s parents attended and enjoyed this service. 

We would love to see more children join the group and pray for this to happen. 

Val Carpenter and Esther Pinder 

 

Thursday Drop In 

We continue to meet every Thursday from 10 a.m. to 12 noon in the main hall 

for coffee, chat and company. Anyone is welcome.   

We have now been joined by a group from the Westgate Centre, and look 

forward to welcoming another group from the Orchard Day Centre.   

Over the past months we were quite busy, putting out and laying up the tables 

for Alpha each week, helping to prepare for late night shopping and decorating 

the trees and hall for Christmas. 

If you know of anyone who is lonely please bring them along, the group is very 

welcoming. 

Irene Stanbury 

 

 



Tuesday Group. 

Our 23 members have again enjoyed a varied programme of visits, meals, 

speakers and demonstrations.  

The Easter Devotional Meeting was led by Heather West. Richard and Sheila 

Burt joined us for the Christmas Devotional. The money collected at our teo 

coffee mornings in September and December enabled us to continue sending 

funds to help educate a young Indian girl who sends photos and cards to us 

during the year to let us know of her progress.  

We also sent donations to several local charities. New members who would 

like to join our meetings on the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 7.30 pm in the 

Dingley Hall would be made most welcome. 

Margaret Friend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Central’s Presence on the Internet 2017-18 
The Central and Circuit web sites -  
www.central-methodist.org.uk 
www.lamc.org.uk 

The Central and Circuit web sites continue to provide a modern, informative 

presence on the Internet, enabling people in the local community and indeed 

across the world to be aware of our work and fellowship. The sites are hosted 

and run at a very low cost and have proved to be very useful in keeping people 

informed about what is on at the church, our work and worship.  

A daily diary of Central’s events, the weekly bulletin, a quarterly list of the 

preachers, organists, readers, coffee rota, flower rota and Coordinators at 

Central together with the circuits ‘Spotlight’ magazine are always available. 

The site includes full information on what is on at Central with news of 

forthcoming events as far ahead as the summer holiday club. You can also 

catch up on most recent sermons at Central which are available online. 

The full circuit plan can also be accessed on both sites with all documents 

being in an easily printable PDF format. There are also a number of links to 

other sites including the Methodist Church web site.  

The greatest challenge is to keep the sites vibrant and up to date with the 

news of what is happening. Indeed it is hoped that it truly reflects everything 

about what happens at Central, so if you have any information, articles or 

photographs for inclusion on the web sites please don't hesitate to contact 

David Rogerson on 01579 370412 or by email at david@lamc.org.uk 

David Rogerson 

 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday Fellowship 

We have enjoyed another year of fellowship together in the Dingley Hall on 

Wednesday afternoons.  Our thanks must go to our speakers, who each week 

give of their time to lead our sessions.  We have enjoyed a varied selection of 

afternoons and, on the way, added one or two new members. 

At the end of the financial year we again used our monies raised at our 

meetings to support Central Methodist Church, the Salvation Army, Food Bank, 

Launceston Refugee Group, Shelterbox and the Air Ambulance.  These 

donations amounted to a total of £350 and we are grateful to all our members 

and speakers who have given over the months.  We also would like to express 

our thanks to our long-standing Treasurer, Mrs Jean Uglow, who has now had 

to stand down due to ill-health.  Thank you, Jean, for your faithful service over 

the years. 

During the summer months when we close our weekly meetings we continued 

to meet once a month for an outing.  On a beautiful afternoon we visited the 

park at Tavistock for a pleasant walk beside the water and then Tavistock 

Methodist Church where we were given a tour of the building and then 

enjoyed a cream tea.   

We also visited Crackington Haven and Boscastle (again for tea and cakes) and 

joined with the Central Action Committee for their afternoon train ride on 

Launceston Steam Railway and visit to New Mills Farm Park.  Apart from the 

incident of the wheelchair diving off the train (!) this was again a beautiful 

afternoon in pleasant surroundings with great fellowship. 

We welcome everyone (ladies and gentlemen) to our meetings in the Dingley 

Hall on Wednesday afternoons at 2.30pm. 

Jenny Worth and Angela Noakes 



 
 

 
Contemporary Worship - Musical Support 2017-18 

 
The Family Service on the first Sunday of the month, as with other services 

uses audio tracks (as required) and the organ for musical support.  

The ‘245 Revive’ evening services are now well established with music support 

using tracks from the iPad based iSingWorship application. We have also been 

grateful for the regular support of the Bridge Church worship group and other 

visiting music groups that have provided support for these services. 

David Rogerson also provides iPad projected iSingWorship tracks for the third 

Sunday in the month at the evening ‘Praise & Learning’ (PAL) service, as well as 

other morning services as and when required.  

Opportunities are always taken to explore new songs and, in consultation with 

the preacher, decisions are then made on the music to fit the service theme 

and readings. 

David Rogerson 



245 Revive Provides Opportunity 

Opportunity,  ..to share in an alternative style of worship. 

Opportunity, ..for those involved in leading worship in their own church to 

worship together. 

Opportunity,  ..for those unable to worship in the morning to find a service 

in the evening. 

Opportunity,  ..to listen to speakers with inspiring testimonies from 

differing experiences drawn from a wide area.   

Opportunity,  ..for individuals to develop and share gifts in leading worship.  

Such as Coads Green young people, Wadebridge Christian Centre, Launceston 

Community Church, Bridge Youth group and also Bridge Band on the fourth 

Sunday of each month.   

Opportunity, .. to invite non Christians into the church, to listen to 

testimonies from everyday Christians at “Coffee Time”, just talking about their 

lives and how they got to where they are today.   

It is the mission of 245 to provide a warm friendly, inviting church, where 

people feel comfortable and relaxed in worship.  Where people will not be 

judged on their level of faith or attendance, but can experience love and grace 

in Christ Jesus. Where people can have their needs met through discussion and 

private prayer at the end of each service.  Where people can grow in faith and 

love, to witness in the community, the love of God.     

Average attendance over the past year 40.  

Eric Rowland 

 

     


