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Diary Dates 

December 2019 

1st    Lifton Advent Family Service 10.30am 

1st  Coads Green SS & YP's Christmas Production 11am & 6-30pm. 
8th 245 Revive at Central 6.30pm  Xmas Reflection on the Christ Child. 

8th  Polyphant Chapel Carol Service 3pm. 
12th  Service at Cedar Grange 2.15pm 

15th  South Petherwin United Carol Service at chapel 6.30.pm 

15th Boyton Chapel Carols & Cake 3pm. 

20th  South Petherwin School Christingle Service at chapel 1.30 pm 

22nd  Coads Green Candlelit Service 6-30pm. 

23rd   Coads Green Live Nativity 7pm 

24th  Coads Green Service with communion 11-15pm 

 

January 2020 

3rd   Coads Green Chapel/Village Party 6-30pm 

5th 245 Revive at Central 6.30pm, Revd Steve Wild. 

9th  Service at Cedar Grange 2.15pm 

11th   3.00pm – 6.00pm  New Year Family Social at Lifton Methodist Church. 

20th Film Afternoon at Coads Green 2.30pm,  The Pilgrims Progress. 
26th 245 Revive at Central 6.30pm, Katrine Musgrave, Christian Aid.  

Contact Information: 
Revd Malcolm Jones Tel: 01566 776603. Email: malcolm.jones@lamc.org.uk 

Revd Jo Smart Tel: 01566 782921  Email: jcsmart@me.com 

Pioneer  Sam Beazley Tel: 07540 107655  Email: sam@lamc.org.uk 

Circuit Office, Richard Wright, Dingley Hall, Castle Street, Launceston, PL15 8BA.  

Tel.: 01566 772797 Email: circuitoffice@lamc.org.uk   Office open Tue.and Thur 9.30 am to 1pm  

Editorial Team: Viv and Evelyn Sandercock, Mary Cole, 
 Marion Allen, Pauline Daniel and Elaine Shillaber. 

Collator: Richard Wright. 
Production & Distribution Assistance: David & Joanna Harley,                                     

Leighton Penhale and Sally Harvey. 
 

All articles for the February issue to spotlight@lamc.org.uk  or by post/hand to                          
the Circuit Office no later than 15th January 2020. 

Items submitted after this date may be withheld or used in a subsequent edition.  

Please ensure items are clearly marked for Spotlight and include contact details. 
Whilst every effort is made to print forwarded material, its inclusion cannot be                     

guaranteed. All items are printed at editorial team discretion. 
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Dear Friends 

I can hardly believe that the month of December is here and that 
soon we will be celebrating Christmas Day and remembering that 
first Christmas so long ago. No matter how many times I hear the 
story, I never tire of listening to it. The news of the arrival of any 
new baby is special but the news that the Christ-child has been 
born; God’s gift of His only Son; the long awaited Saviour of the 
world; that is enough to shake any shepherd to the core! 

And as the shepherds on that night so long ago knelt on the damp 
grass looking into the angel’s eyes, they were told not to be afraid 
but to go and see the baby lying in a manger for themselves.        
Before they had time to take that in, a great company of angels 
filled the sky praising God and saying, 

“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom 
his favour rests.” 

When the angels left, the shepherd hurried off to Bethlehem and 
they found Mary and Joseph and the baby just as they angels had 
told them. 

I’ve just bought some Christmas cards that have a picture on them 
of two peace candles and a message embossed in gold lettering 
saying “Peace on Earth”. The message inside reads “Peace and Love 
at Christmas”. I bought them because I believe that peace and 
love in our troubled world is so important. I have recently          
attended the Methodist Women in Britain conference at           
Treloyhan Manor led by Deacon Val Facey. The conference theme 
was “Looking to God for Peace”.  Val reminded us that peace is 
practical and has to begin with us. Are you a peacemaker?  If you 
are, then here are some words of encouragement: 

“A peacemaker is someone who brings healing into this world.”  
Thomas Keating 
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D���� �� 2019 

3rd  Central 10am-12noon hosted by Tuesday Group 

4th Lifton 10.30am  in aid of Str Petroc’s 

7th Trebullett charity coffee morning 10.30-12 noon 

10th Central 10am-12noon hosted by Trewen Church 

11th Polyphant with Book Club 10.00-11.30am. 

14th South Petherwin 10.30-12 noon 

17th Central 10am-12noon hosted by Money Advice 

24th  Central 10am-12noon hosted by Central 

31st  Central 10am-12noon hosted by Central 

J!�"!�# 2020 

7th  Central 10am-12noon hosted by Little Red Bus 

8th Polyphant with Book Club 10.00-11.30am. 

8th Trebullett 10.30-12 noon  

11th South Petherwin 10.30-12 noon 

14th Central 10am-12noon hosted by Lanson Refugee Supt Group 

21st  Central 10am-12noon hosted Langore Village Hall 

28th  Central 10am-12noon hosted by Foodbank 

A C%���&�!� P�!#�� 

Lord, as I enter into the fast-paced season ahead, help me walk 
slowly and quietly. Let me stop and listen to the angels sing of the 
greatest news ever told. Let my heart, mind and soul join the       
chorus. “Glory in the Highest!! The Messiah has been born!” 

Among all the bright sparkling lights and cheery holiday tunes, let 
my spirit travel once again toward Bethlehem to honour and worship 
Jesus, my King, The Prince of Peace, the Lord of Hosts, Mighty 
Counsellor, Son of God, the Lamb. All Your love, mercy and power 
somehow made flesh in the tiny form of a humble baby born in a 
manger. Let me worship the only one who is worthy to take our sin 
away and open the gates of all eternity! 

by Daphne Kitching 
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Today people check websites to see what is happening.  
There is a lot going on in our circuit, let’s tell people about it! 

Items need to be brief and a photo would be good giving a               
snap shot of what is happening in your church. 

Your Circuit website - www.lamc.org.uk 

Please email items to david@lamc.org.uk 

If you don’t have access to email please post to David Rogerson,                  
Glebe House, Lezant, Launceston PL15 9PP (01579 370412).                                                                     

Thoughts for the New Year 
Let there be respect for the earth 

Peace for its people 
Love in our lives 

Delight in the good 
Forgiveness for past wrongs 
And from now on a new start 

CAROL SERVICE 

South Petherwin Methodist Church United Service 

Sunday 15th December at 6.30 pm 

Led By Rev`d D Sparey-Delacassa 

Refreshments to follow. 

Collection for St Petroc`s Society for the Homeless 

Trebullett Chapel is hosting a Coffee Morning with Mince Pies 

in aid of St Petroc’s Society 

on Saturday 7th December2019 from 10.30am to 12 noon 

at Trebullett Hall 
LET US HELP END STREET HOMELESSNESS IN CORNWALL 

St Petroc’s Society helps hundreds of people who find themselves home-
less each year, for whom there is no statutory provision. With your support 
we can help to end street homelessness in Cornwall 
Please come and enjoy a cup of coffee and chat with others to support 
this amazing charity 
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS AND THANKS 

The Spotlight team Mary, Evelyn, Marion, Pauline, Elaine, Richard, 
Viv, Sally, Leighton, Joanna and David would like to wish readers 
every happiness over Christmas and for the New Year. 

The team would also like to thank all those who have contributed to 
Spotlight over the past year. Without you there would be no Spot-
light. Keep the reports and stories coming in and keep everyone in 
the picture as to what is happening in our circuit. 

A special thank you to Richard who has continued with the job of 
collator this year.  

Val talked about Martin Luther King, shot in 1968, who struggled 
without violence for a world where everybody would be equal.  One of 
his well-known sayings is: 

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness: only light can do that.  Hate 
cannot drive out hate: only love can do that” 

This Christmas-time, let’s all try to bring peace and light into     dif-
ficult situations whatever they may be: 

Put peace into each other’s hands and like a treasure hold it; 
Protect it like a candle flame, with tenderness enfold it. 
Put peace into each other’s hands with loving expectation; 
Be gentle in your words and ways, in touch with God’s creation. 
Put peace into each other’s hands, like bread we break for sharing; 
Look people warmly in the eye:  our life is meant for caring. 
As at communion, shape your hands into a waiting cradle; 
The gift of Christ receive, revere, united round the table. 
Put Christ into each other’s hands, he is love’s deepest measure; 
In love make peace, give peace a chance and share it like a        
treasure. 
Singing the Faith 712 © 1989 Stainer & Bell Ltd 

God bless you all this Christmas 

Cathy 
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The Chapel was well attended for the November Family Service when we       
celebrated our 130th Chapel Anniversary. A warm welcome was given to      
everyone by Anne Rowe. The service was led by Rev Anne Curnow who had 
put together a medley of photos spanning many years of past events, and these 
were shown on screen before and after the service. The children took part with 
Bible readings by Jessica Maynard and Jemma Martin, and a poem was read by 
Katie Maynard and Jemma Martin - later in the service the children were given a 
craft activity making celebration cards. Anne Shopland and Diane Northey who 
had attended the chapel throughout their lifetime each chose a hymn and gave 
reasons for their choice.  Rev Anne gave some facts and  newspaper snippets 
were read with regard to the Opening Afternoon of the chapel, which apparently 
cost £500 to build.  It was interesting to see more  recently the stages of         
renovation when the pews were removed to what it is now. Attention was 
brought to the one large poppy in the window which had been created by Denise 
Prout from over 200 knitted poppies which were displayed last year. The hymns 
were accompanied by Denise Gribble on the organ and Becky Martin on the 
flute.   A Celebration cake was cut by Anne and Diane and was enjoyed with 
coffee after the service.  Following this over forty friends and members went to 
Trethorne for a Celebration Dinner. 

New Year Family Social 
This year our New Year Family Social will be held on Saturday 11th January 
from 3.00pm to 6.00pm.  There will be craft, traditional party games for all ages 
and a bring and share tea.  Please come and along and join in this fun social 
occasion. 

Coffee mornings 

Wednesday - December 4th at 10.30am at the chapel – Christmas Coffee    
morning.  All are welcome. There will be no coffee morning in January. 

          Diane Northey 

B�#&�� 

Boyton Chapel held an own arrangement service for Remembrance Sunday. 
Images of poppies were shown before and during the service, candles and 
poppies were placed in the windows and memorabilia on the communion table.   
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 Christmas/New Year 
 Coads Green Chapel 2019/2020 

1st Dec     Sunday School & Young People's Christmas Production 

  11am with Sue Moss & Meg Walker 

  6.30pm  with Tim Loe 

8th Dec    11am  Service Revd Jo Smart with communion 

15th Dec   11am  Service James Spragg 

22nd Dec 11am  Service Keith Browne (Children & Young People make    
(mince pies to serve with coffee to the congregation) 

 6-30pm  Candlelit Service 

23rd Dec  7pm  Live Nativity starting our journey in the Chapel 

24th Dec   11.15pm  Service with communion led by Revd Jo Smart 

29th Dec   11am   Service David Pett 

3rd Jan     6.30pm  Chapel/village Party 

5th Jan     11am  Ignite Service 

COADS GREEN METHODIST CHAPEL 

FILM AFTERNOONS – 1st Sunday of each month 

“Our mission is to provide accessible worship and to   
nurture disciples, so that as we meet the needs of others, 
in our chapel and our community, we witness to God’s 
love.” 

THE PILGRIMS PROGRESS based on John Bunyan’s 
epic masterpiece will be shown at Coads Green on    
Sunday 5th January.  

This powerful film tells the story of Christian as he travels 
to the Celestial city. He faces challenges, perils and    
distractions along the way but manages to stick to the 
path.  

This family-friendly animated film helps us to understand 
that the spiritual journey is the most important journey in life. Come along and 
find out why by joining us to watch THE PILGRIMS PROGRESS on Sunday 
5th January 2020 at 2:30 pm.  

SAVE THE DATE: Sunday 2nd February 2020 Film to be confirmed.   
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A C%���&�!� G��& IK�!. 
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 book entitled “One Hundred Wisdom Stories from around the World”     
compiled by Margaret Silf .....price £9.99  

Two of these stories were much enjoyed by members at the Central 
Wednesday Fellowship a couple of weeks ago, so much so that a few took 
the title of the book in order to buy for themselves.  

Each of these short stories are full of the simple loving wisdom that makes 
one think deeply and is suitable for all ages especially maybe for teenagers 
venturing out in life right through to us “oldies.” I thoroughly recommend the 
book and  read the stories many times.  

Mike Stearns from the Christian Bookshop is ordering in good time for   
Christmas gifts but keep one for yourself! 

Mary Tucker 

B�#&�� C%!L�M C!��M� !�K C!N� 

Sunday 15th December 3.00pm 

Community Carol Service led by Rev M Jones  

Followed by Afternoon Tea 

All are welcome 

P�!#��� ��� C%���&�!�� O%� �!# �!�� D��������!&���                                
�� H!�!�����& !& C%���&�!� 

Tuesday 24 December – As Christians around the world focus their thoughts 
on Bethlehem, where our Lord Jesus was born, pray for His followers living 
there, who face regular discrimination and harassment in their daily lives. 
“We see our Christian communities getting less in number, less and less fortu-
nate in society, less and less opportunities of employment,” said one Bethle-
hem Christian recently. Some are so poor they have no hot water or heating in 
winter, and cannot even afford to buy their children pens and notebooks for 
schools. Ask that the Lord will enable them to support themselves and 
their families, and will give them grace to love and forgive those who 
make their lives so difficult. 

Wednesday December 25 – Rejoice in the birth of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ, and pray for Christians in many countries who live today and every 
day with the likelihood of discrimination and harassment, and the possi-
bility of violence or even death, just because they follow him. Ask that 
God will rescue them from the hands of their enemies and enable them to 
serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness (Luke 1:74-75). 
Pray that today they will be filled to overflowing with His joy and peace, 
especially those who left another religion to follow Christ and for whom 
this is the first Christmas they have ever celebrated as a believer. 

From Barnabas Prayer published by Barnabas Aid. 
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Lorraine Sluggett opened the service and at 11am everyone observed the two 
minutes silence, this was followed by ‘The Last Post’ and Lorraine reading 
‘They shall not Grow Old’ 

Greta Davey led the service with Ruth Allin accompanying the hymn singing. 
Greta invited every person to place a poppy into a green wreath while the song 
‘Only Remembered’ was played, after the last poppy was placed she read  
‘Remember Them’. Agnes Colwill read a very poignant poem by Dan Crawford 
‘Please Wear a Poppy’ and  then led reflective and encouraging  prayers. 

Debbie Daniel talked about the symbolism of the poppy and read the poem In 
Flanders Field. This was followed by the children giving each family a packet 
of poppy seeds (kindly donated by Homeleigh Garden Centre) to be sown next 
year. So after the 75 years VE day celebrations on 8th May the poppy flowers 
during the summer  will be a constant reminder of the sacrifice made for our 
freedom.  

Lorraine gave an inspirational and meaningful  talk on War and Peace          
accompanied by relevant bible readings. During the service the children made 
paper chain crosses decorated  with poppies. 

The service concluded with Bernard Strout reading out the names of the fallen 
from Boyton and  Lorraine lighting a candle for each one. 

Agnes had made a trench cake and this was enjoyed along with a cup of    
coffee and a chat after the service.  

 From Friends at Boyton Chapel  

C��&�!M 

Tuesday Group met on 15th October at the Treburley Social Club for our     
evening out. Margaret Friend and Wendy Key organised a “Skittles and      
Supper” night for our trip out. Seventeen members joined in and were allocated 
into team A or team B with Gloria Aze as score keeper. We played five games 
causing a lot of fun and laughter especially when Vera Ellacott managed on 
one of her turns to throw her three balls each side of the middle pin without 
knocking down a single pin “Wow” she gave a challenge to anyone to do the 
same. Team A scored 233 and Team B scored 219. Cathie Slocombe and 
Joan Uglow tied for the top score in Team A and won a box of chocolates, 
Sheila Barriball had the “Booby Prize” for Team A and Vera Ellacott for Team 
B. All were then ready for the splendid supper supplied by Cindy Wills from the 
club room, thanks were then given to her for the food and to Margaret and 
Wendy for putting this really good evening out together for all of us. 

This will be the last edition of Spotlight for 2019 ; thank you to all the editorial, 
and production team and collator, Richard Wright. Spotlight is not only enjoyed 
by members of the Circuit and local area but sent by post to various parts of 
the country. Comments were made about the different coloured paper used in 
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the last     edition, some found it more difficult to read. 

Two more collages are much enjoyed by those using the church hall, one 
especially for Remembrance Sunday and the other an Autumnal scene -
Irene Stanbury using one of her many talents. 

The lighting has been renewed in the hall, one of the projects that is ongoing 
on the church premises to update and make more efficient. We all know in 
our own homes that after constant use things need to be renewed and more 
energy efficient.  

The Christmas Cards are for sale in the church porch and we look forward to 
the pre-Christmas events that have been arranged including the church      
being open for late night shopping; the windows being decorated and the 
erection of the tree.  

We remember those who are homeless, families who have need to use the 
Foodbank, the ones who cater for the Christmas Day lunch held in the hall. 
We especially remember the families in the Doncaster/Yorkshire areas 
whose homes have been flooded. 

Marjorie Banbury 

The list for the Tuesday Coffee Mornings to be held at Central in 2020 is now 
available to see on the notice board in the porch of the Sunday School Hall 
at Central.  

S�"&% P�&%��O�� 

Our monthly coffee mornings continue to be well supported and are held on the 
2nd Saturday of the month 10.30am -12 noon. For the last six months the       
proceeds have been supporting the Launceston Food Bank. For the next six 
months we continue to support the Barnabas Fund which is an international, 
interdenominational Christian Aid agency supporting Christians who face      
discrimination or persecution as a consequence of their faith. A warm welcome 
awaits together with a cup of coffee/ tea and a piece of cake. 

We are starting a Friendship Group on Monday 27th January at 2pm till 4pm 
and are aiming to run it every fourth Monday of the month, where a variety of 
board games and conversation along with a nice cup of tea/coffee and a slice 
of cake will be the order of the day. If you would like to volunteer to help then 
please contact Rev Jo Smart 01566 782921 or Mr Tony Stephens 01566 
776519. 

We were pleased to welcome the new Mobile Post Service into our Sunday 
School room with effect from 24th October 2019. It operates from 3pm – 5 pm 
on Thursday afternoons and the level of  support is already  very encouraging. 

Please come along and support this community service in the comfort of our 
premises which include disabled access. 

Mary Stoneman 

19 

C%���&�!� A�K N�O� 
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hank you to everyone who helped us over the last two years in raising    
money for the Ghana Project. We are pleased to be able to inform you 
that we have reached our target of £5,000.00 and have exceeded this 

total raising £5,744.44.  With matching funding by the EU this figure will become 
£22,977.76 for Christian Aid 's work in Ghana – a fantastic achievement. We 
have received a thank you letter from head office in Southampton. The letter 
states that with these funds Christian Aid is helping disabled women between 
the ages of 15-35 with the aim of promoting job creation and expansion of      
economic activities. There will be a closing service for the project on Sunday, 
26th January 2020 at 6.30 pm in Central Methodist Church.  All are welcome to 
attend and hear our speaker Katrine Musgrave – the local Christian Aid Rep for 
Cornwall & the Isles of Scilly. 

Recent events have included a coffee morning and soup lunch which raised 
£476.00 and a quiz raising £117.00. 

Chris & Julia Gaunt 

B�"�����"&% T�"� R�L��& 

T 

he second Men of Cornwall Choir tour took place during mid October. The 
200 strong party comprised of over 80 Choirmen from 8 different East 
Cornish Choirs and their supporters. Penny Barclay from North Cornwall 

and Phil Taylor from Saltash were the Musical Directors and once again Liz 
Sidebotham was the piano accompanist. 

There were three concerts during the four day tour. The first was in the           
Dorchester Corn Exchange. A free concert in aid of local Dorset Charities. The 
second concert was a complete ‘sell out’ in the wonderful re-built Chandlers 
Ford Methodist Church with an audience of over 400, and where a sum of      
almost £2500 was raised. The whole party were accommodated  in two    
Bournemouth hotels and the final Saturday night concert was hosted by the St 
Peter’s Church. In spite of the poor weather (it can rain in Bournemouth too !) 
over 100 of the party spent a most enjoyable day at Beaulieu Abbey and the 
National Motor Museum.  

The consensus was that the weekend was over all too quickly, but not before a 
final get together over lunch in Ilminster, before  returning home to Cornwall. 
The whole event has been judged so successful that already there are murmurs 
of the possibility of organising another Men of Cornwall tour in two years time.  

Nigel Parker 

COADS GREEN 

SUNDAY SCHOOL & YOUNG PEOPLES  
CHRISTMAS PRODUCTION 

Sunday 1st December 11am & 6-30pm 

All are welcome 
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Places are limited on our Study, Prayer, Bible Reading and Quiet Days so      

advance booking is essential (telephone 01566 880265 and leave a message or 

email wesleycottage@live.co.uk). Although there is no set charge to attend     

donations are welcome and lunch is provided. 
 

Prayer and Scripture Hour: A time to Be Still, Listen and Share 

Monday 24th February 4-5pm Prayer and Scripture Hour with Doreen Sparey-

Delacassa and John Hogarth   

 

John Hogarth 

COADS GREEN CHAPEL INVITES YOU TO A LIVE NATIVITY 

Monday December 23rd at 7pm 

Starting our journey in the chapel and singing carols at various 
scenes around the village. 

Finishing with festive refreshments in the Village Hall.  

Special Family Services at Lifton Methodist Church 

Advent Family Service 

Sunday 1st December at 10.30am 

Led by Rev Cathy Arscott 
Coffee and Mince Pies 

Collection for Action for Children 

 

Carol Service 

Sunday 22nd December at 10.30am 

Led by Rev Cathy Arscott 
Coffee and Mince Pies 

Collection for ‘All We Can’ 
 

Christmas Day Service 

Wednesday  25th December at 10.30am  Rev Cathy Arscott 
Collection for St Petroc’s Society for the homeless in Cornwall 

All are welcome 

Tregadillett is delighted to welcome you to their                                
Ecumenical Study Group for Advent. 

The sessions will take place on Monday evenings from 
7.30pm to 9.00pm on Nov 25th; Dec 2nd; Dec 9th; Dec16th. 

Do come and share in some or all of these evenings. 
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A Christening took place on 6th October with the proud parents, Steven and 
Hannah Lillington, along with their other children, Megan, Izzy and Oliver.  

Revd Jo Smart led the service giving the names ‘Bethany Grace’ to an         
impeccably well behaved baby. The God Parents were Mick and Deborah    
Harper and Karen Dodd.  

During the service members of the congregation were invited to come to the 
front of the chapel where a large piece of white paper was on a board and    
easel. On it was a picture of a bare tree. Everyone dipped their finger tips into 
different shades of green paint then dabbed them on the tree branches. When 
finished it looked very impressive—the “tree of life”. A member of the           
congregation then put the picture into a frame for the family to take home to 
remind them of this happy day.  

On 27th October the Chapel Anniversary was celebrated. The Revd Paul 
Smith from Tavistock led the service, the organist Marilyn Butter. 

Revd Paul, judging form his accent, came from somewhere up north. He began 
asking how many of us were wearing a watch (several) but how many needed 
winding up? Not many at all. He then produced a pocket watch from his      
waistcoat, one doesn’t see many of those these days.  

He began to tell the story of a man called Bob who had a pocket watch. Bob 
worked in a factory up north years ago. He was responsible for sounding the 
hooter every day. In the morning when it was time to start work and in the 
evening when it was time to finish, Bob pulled the knob that pulled the chain 
that sounded the hooter to indicate it was time to start work or time to finish the 
day. A most important job, checking the time on his pocket watch. 

Every morning on his way to work Bob passed a jewellers’ shop. In they       
window stood a large clock, where it had been for years. On his way to work 
Bob stopped outside the jewellers shop and checked his watch against the 
clock, making sure the time was correct to make sure he was pulling the knob 
that pulled the chain that sounded the hooter at the correct time.  

One day the jeweller happened to open the shop door to pick up his bottle of 
milk. He saw Bob looking at the clock in the window and asked what he was 
doing. Bob told him he was checking the time of his watch to make sure he 
was sounding the factory hooter at the correct time.  

“Oh”, said the jeweller, “I don’t go by that clock for the correct time, I always 
listen to the wireless, you know– when you hear those beep-beeps?”. Poor 
Bob, over the years he might not have been pulling the knob at the accurate 
time, but I expect Bob kept that a secret, no-one knew all those years.  

Revd Paul then read and spoke to us about God leading the Hebrews out of 
Egypt and their escape across the Red Sea A most enjoyable service from 
Revd Paul.  

Marina Pridham 

During our morning service on October 20th Philip Medland focused our 
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thoughts on the work of JMA. Philip then presented certificates and badges to 
our JMA collectors. We have 11 collectors at present. 

Margaret Ridley led our November Ignite service with the theme being 'Saints' 
Several people took part with leading prayers, bible readings and talking about 
a variety of Saints. Margaret also dedicated 25 shoeboxes that had been loving 
packed with gifts for families or the elderly. These were given through the Link 
Hope charity where the boxes are sent to Romania, Bulgaria, Moldova and 
Ukraine. 

Margaret Venning 

T�� "MM�&& 

On the first Saturday in November Sheila and I braved the awful weather to 
travel to Truro for the first Mission Roadshow to be held in Cornwall.  This is a 
new venture for our nationwide Methodist connexion to demonstrate how    
Methodist Churches and other organisations in a District reach out to people.  
Trebullett had a table showing our ventures over the last few years including 
our Live Nativity from 2016, the Easter Discovery Trail, Harvest Experience 
and the Centenary weekend commemorating the end of WW1, the beginning of 
Votes for Women and the founding of the RAF from the RFC.  We had many 
stop at our stall to ask where we were in Cornwall and to talk about what we do 
and also some who had lived in or near Trebullett and wanted to tell us what 
had been done in their time.  It was a really good day, despite the weather. 

On Shoebox Sunday, 4th November, we held a family service led by Sheila.  
There were about 20 shoeboxes donated full of gifts for children overseas for 
whom this will be their only Christmas presents.  The boxes were blessed and 
will now be well on their journey to the children who will receive them. 

Our Christmas events are now to the fore, particularly the Christmas Meal and 
Entertainment which is on Saturday 30th November. When I say that             
rehearsals for the entertainment are well under way and that all the participants 
know their lines, those who come every year will know that my tongue is a little 
in my cheek!  However, it will be an evening of good company with a delicious 
supper and (we hope) hilarious entertainment.   

Now to a very sad note, the death of Richard Burt.  Richard and Sheila came to 
live in Trekenner just over 3 years ago and came to our chapel straight away.  
Sheila always says that the Lord brought them here and we are so very glad 
that He did.  Both have become an integral part not only of our chapel         
membership and activities but in the parish, the circuit and elsewhere too. 
Richard was a real Christian man, always ready to share his faith with others.  
He had a great love and knowledge of the Bible and was always happy if 
someone asked him a question about a text or chapter; he and Sheila helped 
to lead our Parish Bible Study Group and lead the Prayer Group too. We will 
miss him greatly as will Sheila and all his family and friends. Our love and   
prayers are with Sheila and the family at this time. 

Jill Price 
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his year Rev Doreen Sparey-Delacassa will be leading our popular 
Watchnight Service. To assist with planning please inform Wesley Cottage 
if you will be able to attend.  

Wesley Cottage Events January to March 2019  
Study Days, Quiet Days, Prayer Day, Bible Reading Days, 
January Series - Learning from Stories: 

Friday 17th January 10am-3pm Study Day: “Narrative Theology: Finding 
our Identity in God’s Story” with John Hogarth (repeated in March). Develop-
ing the teaching in the spiritual conflict study days this day considers how stories 
shape our identity as they compete to control our lives. 

Saturday 18th January 10am-3pm Study Day: “Exploring The Biblical 
Metanarrative” with John Hogarth (repeated in March). Further developing the 
spiritual conflict study days we consider the Great Story of God found in scrip-
ture and the role it plays in shaping lives developing as we grow as disciples and 
tellers of the story. 

Monday 20th January 10am-3pm Study Day: “Learning from Fictional Nar-
ratives of Spiritual Warfare” with John Hogarth (repeated in March). This day 
focuses upon The Screwtape Letters of C S Lewis and some of the writing of 
Frank Peretti. No prior knowledge of these books is necessary.  

Wednesday 29th January 10am - 3pm “Prayer Day” with Rev Steve Wild. A 
time to talk about prayer and put prayer into action with the Chair of the Cornwall 
Methodist District 

Thursday 30th January 10am - 3pm Bible Reading Day: “Romans” with John 
Hogarth 

February Series - Learning from the Past: 

Thursday 27th February 10am-3pm Study Day ‘Mysticism and Methodism’ 
with Rev Dr Brenda Mosedale.  Wesley Cottage is delighted to welcome former 
Cliff College lecturer Brenda who will help us take 'A look at the influence of 
mystical theology on the early Methodists; how that has been expressed, includ-
ing in worship, and what we might learn for our Christian living today.'   

Friday 28th February Bible Reading Day “Hebrews” with John Hogarth  

Saturday 29th February 10am-3pm Study Day ‘Celtic Christianity: Then and 
Now’ with Rev Doreen Sparey-Delacassa. Doreen will help us to consider Celtic 
Christianity in the past and ways it is still expressed today. Although   January 
and February have themed series each day is complete in itself and can be 
booked individually.  
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CHRISTMAS STAMPS 2019 

R 

oyal Mail’s Christmas stamps were issued on 5 November. This year the 
stamps have a very appropriate religious theme inspired by the Nativity. 
There are six designs each depicting scenes from the Nativity. The      

designs for the  Second and First Class stamps have been duplicated in a     
larger landscape format for Large Letters to make a total of eight stamps. 

The second class stamps depict an angel visiting Joseph whilst the first class 
stamps show Mary holding baby Jesus. All stamps feature the Star of           
Bethlehem and are printed in shades of a single colour. 

The other stamps are: 

A £1.35 value for use on letters to Europe up to 20 grams and Worldwide up to 
10 grams feature Joseph on the way to Bethlehem - Mary is not shown in the 
design.  

A £1.55 value for use on letters to Worldwide destinations up to 20 grams 
shows animals watching over Jesus in the manger; 

A £ 1.60 value for use on letters to Europe up to 100 grams features the     
shepherds on their way to visit the new-born  baby and their flock; 

A £2.30 value for use on letters to Worldwide destinations shows the Three 
Kings bearing gifts for Jesus. 

The designs were developed by London based Charlie Smith Design who were 
tasked with producing the stamps with a three dimensional quality. They        
enlisted the help of paper-cut artists Hari and Deepti of Mumbai who used     
layers of intricately carved paper and backlighting to create the three              
dimensional effects which bring to life the magical story of Christmas. 

Viv Sandercock 
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e are delighted to tell you that we have received over three hundred 
filled boxes at the drop off point at Central Church. These boxes will 
be delivered to the Bridge where they will be collected by Gregory’s 

Transport and taken to Birmingham to be checked before they leave the 
country on their journey by road, rail, boat, plane and even bicycle or camel 
to reach their ultimate destinations. They will be given, with our love, prayers 
and blessings to some of our world’s most deprived children. These children 
will also be offered the chance to learn about God’s love for them by hearing 
and reading the Bible story in ‘The Greatest Journey’.  

Thankyou to everyone who has helped in any way to send these sparks of 
God’s love around the world and pray that these sparks may become a 
flame. 

Irene Stanbury 
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art Four of a Series of “Reflections” in the Methodist Recorder by Martin 
Turner. 

I must admit that I am none too positive about what seems to be current 
mantra for presbyteral ministry – that a presbyter’s main task is to be a         
theologian and that therefore they have no need to visit, others can do that. 

Now of course the presbyter has many other tasks which squeeze out time for 
visiting, but I wonder if this solely theological emphasis conspires against        
offering leadership in the Joshua style, a leadership modelling trust. However, 
the lessons here apply to all in the shared leadership of any church or ministry, 
diaconal or lay and not just the presbyter. 

Joshua’s wise leadership is shown first in the way he takes over from Moses. 
When some leaders take over leadership from another they swing everything in 
a different direction, leaving their followers confused and weary and destroying 
continuity. In contrast Joshua picked up the baton Moses had handed him and 
carried on leading the people into the Promised Land. When Joshua then 
asked them whom they should serve, the One True God who had brought them 
out of Egypt or the gods of the land they had just entered (Joshua 24), he gave 
them a choice, but first made his own decision clear, “but as for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord”. The people then followed him because they 
trusted him and they trusted him because they had seen him in action. 

Leadership which convinces is built upon trust and trust is largely built upon 
personal relationships. Our people are more likely to follow our leadership 
when they know us and know that we know them. A pastoral visit is not just 
effective in offering love and care in the name of Christ, it also has the spin off 
of building that trust which helps so greatly when leadership seeks to move folk 
forward. It was because his people knew and trusted Joshua that they followed 
his example. 

The Rev Martin Turner is a supernumerary minister in the Gloucester Circuit. This article 
is reproduced here with permission. 
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ne is the pew of the Critical. It may not be very full, but it is there just 
the same. Nothing pleases that fellow. The minister is not a preacher. 
What he says, he shouldn’t say, what he ought to say, he doesn’t say. 

If the minister preaches the gospel, he is old fashioned;  if he is scholarly, he is 
a Modernist; if he is quiet, he is not sensational enough; if he caters for the 
young, he is neglecting the old. That pew is very unhelpful. 

Then there is the Irregular pew, the pew of those who are not strenuously loyal 
to the Church. They attend when they feel like it. You can’t depend on that 
pew. It is empty when you expect it to be filled and filled when you expect it to 
be empty. To it comes but little blessing. 

If you look about you, you will find the Cordial pew. How helpful that pew is to 
the minister and church. If a stranger enters, he is warmly greeted and made 
welcome. The cordial pew is of supreme service. One thing we should try to 
be certain about, namely, in a church a stranger should only be a stranger 
once. 

The Praying pew is discoverable. The value of this cannot be estimated. I am 
sure that every minister values a praying pew. A lady said to a minister: “You 
never rise to preach but I pray for you”. She was never heard to grumble about 
the sermon! 

Then there is the Co-operating pew. It is Paul who says: “We are workers    
together,,,,”. So this isn’t my job alone; neither is it that only of any of the ‘paid 
help’ nor is it the job of any of the officials alone. We are in this “together”. We 
are all in the front line now and always. 

“In what pew do we sit”    ( See Psalm I.1.) 

Originally adapted from an old magazine but this is reproduced from the sixteenth     
edition (July, 1955) of the  Holsworthy Round, the magazine of the then Holsworthy 
Circuit. Kindly provided by Mary Tucker. 

Spotlight Collator 

Do you have some computer skills you could use to for a couple of days 
a month collating Spotlight magazine?  

All the help you need to learn the job. Computer Software provided if     
required.   

Cover can be provided as and when needed for holidays etc.  

If you would like to know more please contact Richard Wright at  the      
Circuit Office (772797) or by email—circuitoffice@lamc.org.uk 
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ow that I have got your attention –I dare you to read to the end ! This      
article is really about MEN. Yes, men - of all ages doing things differently, 
well enjoying themselves and giving pleasure (sometimes !) in the          

process. I am talking about singing; actually, singing as a member of a male 
voice choir. It didn’t ‘rock my boat’ until I had tried it, but after the second visit I 
was ‘hooked’. You don’t have to know how to read music, feel embarrassed 
about your singing ability, or never even have sung anywhere, or when you 
thought nobody else was listening. So, if you enjoy music, whatever your taste or 
age, you might like to come along on a Wednesday evening and join us at the 
Launceston Male Voice Choir practice. No pressure, no auditions, just fun plus 
music with about 40 other men for a couple of hours (contact details at the end). 

There are over 25 choirs throughout Cornwall all with the aim of having a great 
time, relaxing and enjoying a common interest in music with friends - take the 
plunge ! Just come & try it. Very few who have ventured along fail to come again. 
We are always being asked to support local events, through concerts that raise 
funds for a vast range of charities and local organisations in the process. Men’s 
choral singing in the County goes back to the days of fishing and mining, and the 
music LMVC sings ranges from the most modern (rock and ballads) back to folk 
and traditional. When I started seven years ago little did I realise that I would be 
joining a completely new family. Large, extended and welcoming. Nor did I ever 
think that I would be part of a 600 strong Cornish choir singing in London’s Royal 
Albert Hall. Singing in the shower can take on a whole new outlook – if you want 
to and let it. Like to know a bit more ? Call Phil on 782282, or Nigel on 773233. 
You have nothing to lose – except around £1 a week on a Wednesday evening, 
and maybe find yourself a bit hoarse on a Thursday morning. Enjoy. I did and I 
have! 

Nigel Parker – Launceston Male Voice Choir 
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hristmas is fast approaching. Royal mail & The Trading Standards office 
are making people aware of the following scam. 

A card is posted through your door from a company called PDS (Parcel 
Delivery Service) suggesting that they were unable to deliver a parcel and that 
you need to contact them on 0906 661 1911 (a premium rate number) 

If you call this number and you start to hear a recorded message you will already 
have been billed £315.00 for the phone call. 

If you do receive a card with these details, then please contact Royal Mail Fraud 
on 020 7239 6655. 

Can you please make all your family, friends and neighbours aware of this scam. 
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 big thank you to all who kindly posted/hand delivered/gave to me bras 
and pants in May to send to the above charity. I received 104 bras, 48 
individual pairs of pants and 18 packets of pants holding an average of 

5 each (for ladies and children). 

Smalls for All is based in Scotland. Its remit is “To relieve the needs of         
vulnerable children and adults in Africa”. The undies will be sent to the         
Charity’s partners in a number of African countries such as the Freedom From 
Fistula Foundation in Kenya and the Tumaini Fund for HIV/Aids Widows and 
Orphans in Tanzania. 

Thanks again.  
Maxine Browne 

P������� 

I 
 am passing this information on but people need to find out information for 
themselves. As far as I know it is correct as I have checked this with the    
National Insurance Enquiries Service. If the information is wrong then I am 

afraid it is down to the NI Enquiries centre but they did seem to know what they 
were talking about!! 

If you retire early then you need to have made National Insurance contributions 
for 35 qualifying years in order to receive your full state pension. If you haven't 
done that then you can pay a voluntary NI contribution. The government       
introduced that if these qualifying years aren't paid then you receive a reduced 
pension. In the Civil Service as well as the private and public sector, about 
twenty years ago there was contracting out of pensions contributions. From 
then on these were not classed as qualifying years. Obtaining  a State Pensions 
Forecast from the Future Pensions centre on 08007310175 will show you 
whether there is a shortfall and what to do . National Insurance enquiries are on 
03002003500. I thought people might find this information helpful as it could 
mean that a lower than expected State Pension is received. 

Someone mentioned this to me and I checked up because I have a relative who 
could be in this situation and on speaking to to NI Enquiries realised it affects 
other people as well as  Civil Servants. 

Ann Foster 
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Sunday 8th December at 3pm 

Service led by Reverend Cathy Arscott. 

Followed by tea, coffee and mince pies. 

Proceeds to Children’s Hospice Southwest. 

All welcome. 
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 have become a circuit steward! Why? Rilla Mill is propping up the very    
southern edge of the circuit and a joint Methodist/Anglican project. For me, 
that is one reason as we need to maintain our links, for you? Well, the 

"Christian Together" ethos is certainly one that younger prospective seekers of 
church recognise.  

In this time of national divisions we need to see what we have in common. I 
came to Cornwall 15 years ago and worked as a supply teacher in over 30 
schools before the work dried up. Lifton, Boyton among others are familiar. I 
learnt to walk in, make a quick assessment of how things worked (or perhaps 
didn't hence my being called upon) and after a prayer while driving there, I       
always seemed to manage.  

My fellow stewards are the experts and I shall watch and listen. I will also visit 
and meet you too. If two rough and ready fishermen could do it then, with Jesus' 
help, I will too. Issues crossing our circuit's path have crossed mine so the Lord 
knows where I am going even if you and I don't.  

Christine Hordley 

There is a Chinese curse which says ‘may your life be interesting’! You may find 
mine of interest and I fear mine may become even more interesting over the next 
four years as a newly conscripted circuit steward. Judges I worked with           
invariably looked at who wrote their court reports before putting any value on its 
content, so look now to see who wrote this report! 

It is several months ago that I sat as a teenager on the town youth committee-   
never again! Other than being a local preacher for 64 years, I have successfully 
avoided all committees until now! Despite my reluctance, many members still 
encouraged me to offer myself as a circuit steward. Then I read hymn 673 in   
Singing the Faith which says: 

Will you love the ‘you’ you hide, if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside, and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you’ve found, to reshape the world around 

Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me? 

Consequently I felt that HE was indeed leading me to offer myself as a circuit 
steward. I expect you’ve all had to endure my preaching, so you know me, so 
you have some idea of what I can offer as a circuit steward. 

From local farming stock, I’m a cross breed, as I initially trained as an agricultural 
engineer, as father founded Hamblys, the local engineers. On being called up for 
national service I served a short service commission in the Royal Engineers– 
that’ll enable you to work out my maturity, if that’s the right word! I then went 
back to farming, and, always liking to be occupied I returned to Hamblys as well. 
When the Launceston by-pass took away some of my Launceston land and farm 
buildings I felt led to change my course in life and so qualified as a Probation 
Officer, working in criminal and family courts in London and East Anglia, doing 
‘time’ in most of the prisons in the south. I was even asked if I would be a deputy 
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He’ll be in Launceston square for 6 weeks from 1st November,     
directing you to the charity Christmas card pop-up-shop, and will be 
there for 6 weeks until 7th December.  

The 1959 Group of Charities was formed in (you guessed it!) 1959 as 
a consortium of health charities who wanted to sell Christmas cards to raise 
funds.  60 years later, we’re still the 1959 Group (trading as Cards for Good 
Causes) and we’re still the largest consortium of charities selling Christmas 
cards in the UK.  

When you buy from Cards for Good Causes you can choose multiple designs 
from multiple charities and every penny of profit is redistributed to fund good 
work across the UK. We can guarantee at least 70 pence in every £1 for every 
charity by relying on our incredible network of volunteers each year who run 
our pop-up shops, allowing you to shop local and support a range of national 
and local causes, too. 

You’ll find the shops in Libraries, churches, and town halls all over the country.  
Central  generously provides their warm and spacious church porch. So if you 
would like to support a charity that you really care about as well as remember-
ing friends and family with a card at Christmas, pop in to the pop-up!  

prison governor. However, ‘home’ to Launceston drew me back so I             
downgraded to be a social worker specialising in child care and mental health – 
being one of only two in Cornwall to be ‘certified’ as an approved social worker 
under the 1984 Mental Health Act. I also became a social work tutor for         
Plymouth University. At the same time my ever active wife, as a head of O.T. for 
Cornwall NHS, and I, felt it necessary to set up Elmslea as a small rehabilitation 
home for younger adults, which we still run with the help of the residents.   

My farming kept increasing so we now farm what was six farms in Milton Abbot– 
an indication of the changes in the countryside, which also affects us all as a 
church mission. My wife and I are active in the Central activities, having        
continued the Thursday social drop-in which I started with Social Services and 
the NHS. We were founder members of the local Foodbank and are significant    
supporters of Oriel up at the Bridge. As we disagreed with the selling off of   
council houses we have bought back several former council houses and are 
registered landlords with Cornwall Council and provide housing for over 30    
tenants with varying needs.  

I have only been ‘in-post’ for a couple of months but have been greatly                       
impressed by the work that your circuit stewards have been, and are, doing. 
There are local challenges to overcome and, inevitably, within the Methodist 
Church nationally. Indeed my, and your, Christian lives will become even more 
interesting over the impending years. We must hold on to our beliefs and       
nurture them with genuine prayer and Christian charity. Please support us with 
your prayers. 

Henry Stanbury   
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THE PROMISED GIFT 

It's Christmas. It's Christmas. Oh what a fuss. 
The tinsel and turkey and last minute rush. 
Cooking the puddings and making mince pies. 
Choosing the presents and all the cries of 
'I want a bicycle, just like Steve's got' and  
'You said my dolly could have a new cot'. 

It's Christmas.  It's Christmas. Who's coming to stay? 

Is it old aunty Mary or Jackie and Ray? 

Or perhaps it's our turn to visit the Smiths' 
Do we want to go this year? Let's give it a miss. 
Still, it's families at Christmas, we can't really moan. 
We'll have to have mother; she's all on her own. 

It's Christmas, Christ's birthday. What did you say? 

You mean that it really did happen that way? 

That's just sentimental, you don't mean it's true -  
The shepherds and angels and Bethlehem too? 

It is a nice story, with that I'll agree, 
You're not really saying that Christ came for me... 

It's Christmas. It's Christmas. What will you do? 

It's not just a story - the Bible is true. 
He's God's gift, as promised. Receive Him today. 
Will you say 'Yes' to Jesus - or turn him away? 

Yes, Christmas is family and presents too, 
But what about Jesus, God's gift to you? 

J Knight 
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December 

1st      Join with St. Mary's for first service in Advent 5.30pm. 

8th      245 Christmas Special 6.30pm. 

15th    Christingle 10.30am. 

22nd   Carol Service 6.30pm 

24th    Crib Service 4.00pm 

24th   Join with St. Mary's for Midnight Communion 11.30pm. 

25th    Christmas Day Service 10.30am. 

(For details of other services please see the weekly news sheets) 


