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Diary Dates February 2020 

 

2nd Coads Green Film Afternoon 2.30pm, showing ‘The Blind Side’. 

13th Service at Cedar Grange 

9th 245 Revive at Central 6.30pm speaker: Revd Liz Singleton 

23rd 245 Revive at Central 6.30pm speaker: Mr John Hogarth 

24th  South Petherwin Friendship Group 2.00 pm – 4.00 pm 

Contact Information: 
Revd Malcolm Jones Tel: 01566 776603. Email: malcolm.jones@lamc.org.uk 

Revd Jo Smart Tel: 01566 782921  Email: jcsmart@me.com 

Pioneer  Sam Beazley Tel: 07540 107655  Email: sam@lamc.org.uk 

Circuit Office, Richard Wright, Dingley Hall, Castle Street, Launceston, PL15 8BA.  

Tel.: 01566 772797 Email: circuitoffice@lamc.org.uk   Office open Tue.and Thur 9.30 am to 1pm  

Editorial Team: Viv and Evelyn Sandercock, Mary Cole, 

 Marion Allen, Pauline Daniel and Elaine Shillaber. 

Collator: Richard Wright. 

Production & Distribution Assistance: David & Joanna Harley,                                     
Leighton Penhale and Sally Harvey. 

 

All articles for the March issue to spotlight@lamc.org.uk  or by post/hand to                          
the Circuit Office no later than 15th February 2020. 

Items submitted after this date may be withheld or used in a subsequent edition.  

Please ensure items are clearly marked for Spotlight and include contact details. 
Whilst every effort is made to print forwarded material, its inclusion cannot be                     

guaranteed. All items are printed at editorial team discretion. 
 

Websites: www.lamc.org.uk   www.central-methodist.org.uk   

Launceston Area Methodist Circuit - Registered Charity no: 1138314 
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Dear All, 

 ‘If you say that something will not happen in ‘a Month of Sundays’, 
you mean that it is very unlikely to happen’, so says the Cambridge 
Dictionary. It is a common expression that we use to mean       
something is a long way off. 

However we are looking forward to March and April this Spring 
when Revd. Steve Wild has offered his evangelistic skills along 
with a District and Circuit team who will be leading Mission events 
around the Circuit, and it has been aptly named ’A Month of      
Sundays’. 

It was Jesus who simply asked his disciples to visit people where 
they were and offer them the good news that the Kingdom of God 
was near. In Luke 9 Jesus sends out the Twelve:- 

‘When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power 
and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, and he 
sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal those 
who were ill. He told them: ‘Take nothing for the journey – no 
staff, no bag, no bread, no money, no extra shirt. Whatever house 
you enter, stay there until you leave that town.’ 

The word we translate here as ‘sent out’ gives us the word 
‘Apostles’, as the Twelve Disciples were also ‘the sent out ones’ 
who were to share the message. 

Perhaps there are community and family events, coffee mornings, 
school connections, youth clubs that we have already planned that 
we can use to invite people to hear the message in a non-
threatening way, and as we lead up to Easter the media often 
helps us by putting out films and Christian content which can set 
people thinking and talking about faith. Or can we think of new 
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4th  Central 10am-12noon hosted by Amnesty International 

5th Lifton 10.30am  

5th Trebullett 10.30-12 noon 

11th Central 10am-12noon hosted by Action for Children 

12th Polyphant with Book Club 10.00-11.30am. 

15th South Petherwin 10.30-12 noon 

18th  Central 10am-12noon hosted by Memory Cafe 

25th  Central 10am-12noon hosted by Street Pastors 

A PRAYER 

O Jesus, our Lord and Saviour, the Son of God, we thank you for 
the example of those from other religions who decide to follow You, 
willingly taking up their heavy cross, enduring rejection, loss,      
poverty or physical violence, sometimes from their nearest and 
dearest. At the hardest and most difficult times, let them feel your 
love and presence in a special way and remind them that their 
place in Your family can never be taken away from them. Help us 
to learn from their lives, to love You with a total commitment, and to 
be willing to suffer for You. 

J���#$ ��% &$� A'�(��� T�*$��*�+��� D���'*��&  

Rehearsals will begin on Wednesday February 5th at 7pm at Coads Green 
chapel.   

Everyone is welcome to come and join in learning this fantastic musical. The 
performances will be at Launceston Central on Thursday 2nd and Saturday 
4th April.  If you would like to know more, please contact Nicola Hosking on 
772537 or email nicolahosking@outlook.com 

If you have a copy of the musical score, please bring it along. 

If you have previously been involved in this musical and you have a spare 
copy of the score, which you wouldn't mind lending us, please also let      
Nicola know. 
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Today people check websites to see what is happening.  

There is a lot going on in our circuit, let’s tell people about it! 

Items need to be brief and a photo would be good giving a               
snap shot of what is happening in your church. 

Your Circuit website - www.lamc.org.uk 

Please email items to david@lamc.org.uk 

If you don’t have access to email please post to David Rogerson,                  
Glebe House, Lezant, Launceston PL15 9PP (01579 370412).                                                                     

C��&��+ ��> $�� �&� �>� F�*����? #��� 

Facebook – Launceston Central Methodist Church 

It’s in the early stages but if you ‘Like’ the page and see something you want 
to share with your ‘Friends’ simply click ‘Share’.  If you want to share with a 
particular friend write their name in ‘Comment’ and they will see the post. 

If you have any remarks you can email Gillian – gilliegood@hotmail.com 

SOUTH PETHERWIN METHODIST CHAPEL   

                                        NEW – FRIENDSHIP GROUP 

It’s not easy to play games like chess, draughts or cards 
when you live alone…unless you have a computer and 
then you don’t have the face-to-face interaction with anoth-
er human being!  

At South Petherwin Methodist Chapel we are starting FRIENDSHIP GROUP 
where a variety of games and conversation, along with a nice cup of tea or 
coffee are the order of the day.  

We are starting this FRIENDSHIP GROUP on Monday 27th January at 2:00 
till 4:00 pm and are aiming to run it every fourth Monday of the month if we 
have enough interest and some volunteers. If you wish to know more, or 
would like to volunteer to help, then please get in contact by phoning either 
Revd Jo Smart 01566 782921 or Mr Tony Stephens 01566 776519.  

We very much look forward to seeing you. 
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ways where we can be sent out into local gathering places that we 
might find those opportunities to share the love of Jesus in an    
attractive manner? 

Will you be a ‘sent out one’ during this time?  

Perhaps you have a gift to get alongside others to ’gossip the     
gospel’?  

Perhaps someone else needs to hear your story of faith? 

I hope you respond positively when we come calling for you!  

And please don’t let me hear the response ‘never in a month of 
Sundays’! 

Malcolm 
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On Saturday 14th December the final coffee morning for the year was held 
when £75.00 was raised in support of Launceston Food Bank. 

On Sunday evening 15th December the Annual Parish Carol service was held. 
The chapel had been beautifully decorated for the festive season to include a 
Christmas tree, nativity scene and window decorations. The service            
commenced with the lighting of the Advent candles by Mr Tony Stephens. Rev 
Doreen Sparey-Delacassa led the service which had been co-ordinated by 
herself and Mrs Mary Stoneman who was also the organist. The readings 
were given by representatives from within the parish. Theresa Mills, Head 
Teacher South Petherwin Primary school, Johnathan  Frame , South      
Petherwin Parish , Clare Beacham, St Paternus Church and Tony Stephens, 
Chapel steward. During the final Carol “O Come all ye Faithful” a collection 
was taken for St Petroc’s Society for the Homeless Christmas 2019 appeal 
and raised a magnificent sum of £310.00. Following the service refreshments 
of tea/coffee, mince pies and cream organised by Mrs Joan Whale were 
served to over 60 people by members and friends of the chapel. 

On Friday 20th December the chapel was full to capacity when South    
Petherwin Primary School held their Christingle service on the last day of 
term. This was led by Head Teacher, Theresa Mills. Rev Jo Smart gave a 
Christmas message and handed out a book to each pupil given by the chapel 
and relating to the meaning of Christmas. She concluded the service with a       
blessing. A collection was taken in support of ‘Children’s Hospice South West’ 
during the singing of ‘Away in a Manger’. The organist was Mrs Mary Stone-
man. 

Monday January 27th 2020 will see the launch of a monthly ‘Friendship 
Group’  in the Sunday School room 2.00-4.00.pm, when folks can meet for a 
chat, cup of tea/coffee, slice of cake and perhaps play a board game or puz-
zles. 

The Mobile Post Office service now operating from the Sunday School room 
every Thursday 3.00-5.00pm has been well received by the community. 

Mary Stoneman 
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Matt Banton and Kerri Jameson are looking for a place to live 

Kerri and I are getting married in the early May of this year and we are look-
ing for a place where we can start our married life together. We both volun-
teer fully time with Oriel Ministries, a Christian youth charity based in Laun-
ceston, with neither of us taking a wage, we live by faith relying on individual 
monthly donations. We are ideally looking for a 2 bedroom place, preferably 
nearer the Camelford area, with a nice kitchen and decent sized living area 
to invite guests over. We can currently afford rent of £450-£500pcm. If you 
can help us in any way please contact us on ‘07804483240’ or 
‘Matt@OrielMinistries.org’. God Bless, Matt & Kerri. 
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Do you know something Lawrence House Museum doesn’t?  

And, if so, can you help? 

Lawrence House Museum will be re-opening for the 2020 season on Monday 
30 March but before we do, we have some questions for you connected with 
our first exhibition for the year which is about the history and customs of the 
churches and chapels in the Launceston area.  We have not yet decided on 
a title for the exhibition though “Sin & Salvation” and “Prayer & Persecution” 
have both been suggested. After all Launceston has dealt severely in the 
past with some of those who did not follow an accepted path of Christian 
worship.   

What we really would like to borrow though are photographs of social events 
at local churches and chapels for example tea treats, outings, fêtes, patronal 
and harvest festivals and so on.  If you have such a photograph and are pre-
pared to lend it to us, please contact us at the museum by telephone or 
email.  Although the museum is closed, it does not hibernate and a volunteer 
will return your call or email to discuss the matter with you. Indeed, if you 
have any object which might interest the team organising this exhibition, 
please contact us. 

Lawrence House Museum re-opens on Monday 30 March 2020 at 10.30am. 
Entry to the museum is still free so you can come as often as you like.  
Opening times are 10.30am – to 4.30pm (last entry 4.00pm) Monday to Sat-
urday and all Bank Holidays.  You can contact the museum by telephone on 
01566 773277 and by email: lawrencehousemuseum@yahoo.co.uk Check 
out our website at www.lawrencehousemuseum.org     

H�J� � #��#��� ��� ���� +���! 

Mary Slessor was an indomitable Scottish Presbyterian missionary to         
Calabar, Nigeria in late Victorian times. She not only evangelised three 
tribes there but also stopped the widespread practise of killing twins at birth.  
Her life made a tremendous difference for good to thousands of people. 

Concerned about the purposeless lives of some women back in the UK, she 
advised them, in words which may well be the secret of her own life of   
blessing: “Gird yourself for the battle outside somewhere and keep your 
heart young. Give up your whole being to create music somewhere, in the 
light places and in the dark places, and your life will make melody.” 

On another occasion she wrote: “Prayer is the greatest power God has put 
into our hands for service—praying is harder than doing, at least I find it so, 
but the dynamic lies that way to advance the Kingdom.” 
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Tea and Toast 

A joyful and fitting close to 2019 celebrated in a Christmas party mode.    
Freshly brewed coffee flowed abundantly accompanied by a slice of       
Christmas sponge cake. A lovely selection of Christmas carols played       
beautifully by Nicola Hosking and joined by some of the group giving a real 
Christmas atmosphere. The children as always, content playing with all the 
toys provided and Happy Birthday sung as one of the little ones celebrated 
his 1st Birthday. The twinkling lights cloaking the Christmas tree heralded the 
presentation of gifts to the children including selection boxes and books (Meet 
the cast) the story of Christmas given by the chapel, not forgetting the parents 
who were given a pouch of goodies. Looking forward to 9th January when we 
start again for 2020. We really appreciate the people who attend and will 
warmly welcome any new parents wishing to join us. 

Best Wishes and a Happy New Year to everyone. From’ The Tea and Toast 
Team.’ 

 Tony Stephens  

C��&��+ 

Launceston Central Methodist Tuesday Group held their Christmas devotional 
meeting on 17th December 2019 in the Dingley Hall with Revd. Alison Hardy. 
President Jacqueline Robbins welcomed everyone and said we have had a 
card and letter from our sponsored Indian Girl, Supriya in the Goodwill        
Children’s Home, which was passed around for all to see. Jacqueline then 
handed over to Revd. Alison, the theme of her talk was of the “Good        
Shepherd”. She started by telling how she trained at college to be a Shepherd 
and then met her Farmer Husband, so has been able to carry on looking after 
the sheep in between her busy life as the Vicar of four Parishes and visiting 
the primary school, taking the message of the “Good Shepherd”. Alison read 
from the Bible, book of Ezekiel 33:30 – 34:10 about the need of a shepherd to 
take care of the flock. Nickey Cooke then read the story of how the people 
had to register for Tax in Bethlehem, and the Birth of Jesus. Jacqueline      
Robbins read the passage of the presentation of the Lord in Jerusalem. We 
were then all given a Bible Society Quiz of 13 questions which made us all 
really think for some of the answers. Alison then said she would like us all to 
pray together and then add, if anyone had someone special they would like a 
prayer for, so we all individually gave her the name of somebody close to us. 
We then lit the candles we had each brought with us and sang a Carol         
accompanied on the piano by Sylvia Duke. We were then served tea and 
homemade biscuits by Gloria Aze and Dot Gliddon, closing with seasonal 
greetings for Christmas and the New Year. 

Vera  Ellacott 



6 

C��%� G���� 

On Sunday 1st December the Young People and Sunday School children 
gave their presentation of the Nativity. 

Leading the service were Sue Moss and Meg Walker. Narrating the story 
was Theo Hosking who wore a helmet with a small world on top which was 
whizzing round. Also in the background was the voice of God, spoken by 
Mark,  which was heard several times during the service. 

To begin, Joe and Anna lit the first Advent candle with Joe reading a few 
lines from the Old Testament announcing the coming of Christ.  

Back to Theo who told us the story of Adam and Eve, playing the roles of 
these were James and Isabelle dressed in torn hessian sacks. Running      
towards them was the serpent, played by Robbie, who encouraged them to 
eat the fruit in the garden. Eve was reluctant but the serpent told her it would 
be alright. So Eve ate the fruit followed by Adam. 

In time people began fighting against each other. Depicting this were Josie 
and Alice to the music of “Kung Fu”  and fighting using lots of intricate     
movements all worked out by themselves. But God had a plan to rescue his 
people by sending Jesus into the world.. Then Mary, played by Molly, and 
Joseph, played by Thomas, came into the scene also a centurion appeared 
played by Isaac who ordered a census that everyone must go to their own 
town to be counted. Mary and Joseph looked lost as they looked for        
somewhere to stay. The inn keeper would not give them a room but offered 
them a stable. 

A large star appeared on the horizon lighting up the sky and telling                    
shepherds caring for their flocks of the holy child in a stable. At this point 
about 15 puppets of various sizes appeared over the top of the pulpit singing 
“Ding-Dong Merrily on High” followed by sheep of different sizes running 
around the chapel, amongst the flock were two little ones, Erin and Ella. The 
three wise men came to the stable with gifts for the new baby and two lovely 
angels, Ruby and Evie.  

Sue and Meg spoke to the children, Meg saying that it was good to have gifts 
at Christmas and asked how long do they last? Not forever like the love that 
Jesus has for us all, the gift that God gave to us. To look after each other 
and care for each other, that is what Jesus does.  

Meg then handed out chocolate sweets to the children and, along with Sue, 
congratulated them all for such a great performance.  

To end the service we had the carol “Jesus Saves” sung to the tune of 
“Jingle Bells” and played by Nicola. 

In the evening service Gemma and Anna lit the Advent candle and Tim Loe 
led the service. He had two lots of sweets, “Heroes” and “Celebrations” , the 
children chose sweets from the “Heroes” pot.  

Tim told how the world was waiting for a hero but instead they got a baby in 
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ccording to recent research conducted by one of Britain’s largest         
volunteering charities, more than a million people spent Christmas Day 
volunteering in some way; this year I decided that I would like to be one 

of them. I noticed a poster in Launceston Library offering a free Christmas Day 
lunch aimed at the elderly/homeless/ those financially unable to provide for 
Christmas and those who were on their own, so I contacted Laura, the organis-
er, who gladly accepted my offer to help. 

After a few email communications with Laura, I arrived on Christmas Day and 
found Launceston Central church hall looking very festive with tables decorated 
with Christmas crackers and tea-lights and Christmas music playing in the 
background.  The kitchen was a hive of activity with Laura and her team all very 
busy and volunteers, like myself, waiting and wondering what jobs still needed 
to be done.   

I quickly discovered that some of the volunteers had travelled several miles to 
come and help, including individuals and families, and I was not the only one a 
little unsure of what I was expected of me.  Very soon  the hall began to fill with 
our lunch guests while Mike accompanied us on his guitar as we sang some 
familiar carols together.    

After a short prayer, giving thanks for our meal, I joined the large team of             
volunteers as we headed towards the kitchen and served a traditional                   
Christmas turkey lunch to all our waiting guests.  Alternative options were  
available for those with special diets and I did notice a pizza being served to 
one young man who appeared to be very happy about his preferred choice.   

Clearing the tables, washing up and serving desserts seemed to happen al-
most miraculously with so many willing helpers. Christmas pudding, cheese-
cake, mince pies, cake and numerous cups of tea. There was no shortage of 
food and a definite 'attitude of gratitude' among our guests, which was very                        
encouraging. Thanks to such generosity, everyone was offered a meal to take 
home along with a goody bag containing a selection of festive treats to enjoy.   

As I left the hall and made my way to spend the remains of the day enjoying the 
company of my family and friends, I thought about those who had gone home 
alone to an empty house and hoped that the few hours of volunteering would 
have helped to make their Christmas a happier one. 

Elaine Shillaber 

L��& L��*$  
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Friday 20 th March  

12 noon till 2pm. 

All welcome. 
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Three good friends went for a swim 

The one who was fat wished she was thin, 

The one who was curvy wished she was clever 

The one who was clever wished she swam better. 

The really great swimmer wished she was witty 

The one who was witty wished she was pretty. 

All three friends thought the other two were just fine 

If only they could let their own bright light shine. 

So throw on your swimsuit if you're fat or you're thin 

Enjoy fun and friendship - love the skin that you're in!   

  S�'� &$���$&� ��� &$� ��> D�*�%�. 

"As we all look forward to the start of a new decade, it's worth remembering that 
it is often the small steps, not the giant leaps, that brings about the most lasting 
change." 

Her Majesty the Queen looking ahead to the 2020s in her Christmas message. 

"Lets resolve to reconnect. To reach out to just one person we don't know, or 
from whom we have drifted apart.  Pick one person.  Pick up the phone.  Send 
them a text.  Meet them for a cup of tea.  Make that connection.  Let's begin 
cementing our unity one brick at a time." 

The Archbishop of Canterbury in his New Year message. 

John Wesley's 18th century manifesto could have been written today. This list, 
based on his writings and on display at the Wesley museum attached to the 
New Room Methodist Chapel in Bristol couldn't be more relevant for 2020 

1. Reduce the gap between rich and poor people 

2. Help everyone to have a job 

3. Help the poorest, including introducing a living wage 

4. Offer the best possible education 

5. Help everyone to feel they can make a difference 

6. Promote tolerance 

7. Promote equal treatment for women 

8. Create a society based on values and not on profits and consumerism. 

9. End all forms of slavery 

10. Avoid getting into wars 

11  Share the love of God with everyone 

12 Care for the environment  
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a smelly stable. But that baby grew up to be a “hero” for many of his                         
followers as stories tell in the Bible.   

It really was an inspirational performance that the children gave in both 
morning and evening services, reminding everyone that Christmas is not just 
about receiving lots of presents.                                                                                            
             Marina Pridham 

 

December 22nd  was a special day when in the morning Keith Browne led a 
40 min service which included Max Dinnis giving an update on his training to 
become an outdoor activity instructor with Rock UK. The children & young 
people were in the chapel parlour and kitchen busy making cards and mince 
pies which they served with coffee to the congregation. No sooner had they 
finished serving, Father Christmas appeared with presents for them all.  

The Christmas preparations continued in the evening when the chapel was 
full for the candlelit lit service of carols interspersed with readings. 

The celebrations for Christ birth continued on the following evening when a 
very memorable time was had. The chapel, gallery & porch was full with 
more people outside come to be part of the walking nativity. Starting in the 
chapel with Hattie singing the 1st verse of Once in Royal David's City, Angel 
Gabriel (Fiona) coming to Mary (Claire) who was joined by Joseph (Ed). 
Moving from the chapel with the donkeys to the chapel field where the              
shepherds (Graham, Oliver, Jack, Julian, Richard & Jason ) were looking 
after the sheep when the angels (Tanya & Helen ) appeared. Moving on 
Mary & Joseph called at two properties looking for a place to stay, but were 
greeted with the words 'No room' by Jo & Mike. On route the wise men  

(Andi, Tim & Andrew) were in Debs garden together with the Chief Priest 
(Mickey) & Herod (Andrew). The journey continued to the village hall where 
Lawson told Mary & Joseph there was no room there but they could stay in 
the stable which was in the hall field. It was here in the stable that Jesus 
(Harriet) appeared. Carols were sung at each scene accompanied by Nicola, 
Hannah & Theo with flute, violin & trumpet respectively. The script was      
narrated by Oli throughout. Seasonal refreshments were served in the chapel 
for which donations of £115 were given for Mount Edgecumbe Hospice in 
memory of Rev Roger Greene. 

The candles were lit on the advent ring on each Sunday throughout advent 
with the centre one been lit a midnight during the thought provoking        
Christmas Eve communion service led by Revd Jo Smart. 

Thanks to everyone who led, took part, gave and attended all of the above, 
as we celebrated the coming of Jesus our Saviour.                                                        
         Margaret Venning 
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`We know it`s Christmas when`- Brown Owl has her Brownie`s Carol Service. 
Even in early December it seems too soon-but it always is the first event. A 
full report has recently appeared in the local newspaper on how good the 
presentation really was. The high standard, that is always there, was again 
much in evidence. They are indeed a credit to all those involved.  

The next great success was the Christingle service, when half of the local 
school came. Again, as in the Brownies service, two of our ministers, Rev 
Alison Hardy and Rev Malcolm Jones took charge. With about 90 children 
and some of their parents, we were nearly full- another memorable occasion.  

Our Community Carol service was also well attended. As in the past,       
Launceston Town Band accompanied all the carols, and, as always under 
Ann Brown`s conducting it `went well`. The question was asked “Have we 
discovered a new double act?”. Instead of one leader, this year, there were 
two—Rev Peter Knight and Philip Parsons. Whilst it was obvious that the 
service of lessons and carols had been well planned, there were moments of 
impromptu dialogue, which added that something extra. An enlarged, but 
truly Advent Calendar, created by Peter`s wife, Christine, was the central 
part of the service, and it included the need for members of the congregation 
to `open` the doors.  The traditional coffee and mince pies brought a happy 
occasion to a completion.  

Midnight service- Rev Malcolm Jones presided and Sarah Vinson                             
accompanied the carols. It is always good to welcome some visitors to this 
occasion. It just seems a perfect way to begin a special celebration.      

Grave concern? Not so much as a few months ago. We have been awarded 
another grant towards our planned works on the cemetery. This was solely 
on the basis of `service to the local community` and not `a Church                          
promotion`. This will allow us to do all the work we have planned. Since that 
we have had a nice donation from a previous resident of the village. Equally 
important, we have had some local residents who have reserved sites in the 
cemetery. They had been under the impression that it was `full` and there 
was no room left and also a few people have committed themselves to             
regularly supporting it, regarding its maintenance. Finally, we are pleased 
that the whole Diocese has accepted our cemetery rules, as standard                  
practice throughout the whole Diocese. 

Dates-Safari Supper-Thursday 10th September.  

A Dream Concert—Saturday November 21st 2020 

Twin Harmony [and Family], Soloist-Colin Arthur.  

All details later.   

Terry Jones 
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COADS GREEN METHODIST CHAPEL 

FILM AFTERNOONS – 1st Sunday of each month 

“Our mission is to provide accessible worship and to   
nurture disciples, so that as we meet the needs of others, 
in our chapel and our community, we witness to God’s love.” 

THE BLIND SIDE is about a homeless African-American   
teenager who becomes an American football star. Based on a 
true story, this uplifting and remarkable film illustrates how 
love, belief and encouragement from one person to another 
can overcome the hand we are dealt and enable us to achieve 
excellence.  

 

This extraordinary film will be shown at Coads Green Chapel on Sunday 
2nd February at 2:30 pm so come along and join us to watch THE BLIND 
SIDE, all are welcome to this free event.  
 

SAVE THE DATE: Sunday 1st March 2020 Film to be confirmed.   

M���* G���# 
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ou have got to be kidding Lord. You know I love music and I’ve always 
had an itch to be a wannabe rockstar. But I can barely play a guitar, 
can’t sing for toffee and hate standing in front of people and opening 

my mouth. And you know what’s in my head. I can’t do this, I don’t have the 
skill or the personality. Please, can it be someone else? Ok then, if that’s 
what you want, I will have a go and if it works it’s all down to you because it 
sure ain’t me. 

Thus started an amazing journey which led me so far away from my comfort 
zone that I can’t really remember where I left it. Meeting with many friends 
along the way. What a random and ramshackle bunch we are. What we have 
in common is that we love each other and have a passion for singing praise 
songs to our wonderful Lord. Many frustration, many high points and quite a 
few low ones as well. Incredible support from the church who somehow 
seem to put up with us and from other musicians who have helped us on the 
way and themselves been on the same journey. A massive thanks to 
Maureen, Trevor, Chris, Julia, Naomi, Kathryn, Claire, Rob, Ali, Jen, Ray and 
anyone else I’ve forgotten. You guys are awesome. Meeting as we do        
together in fellowship with one another and singing love songs to Jesus is 
probably the best it gets this side of heaven. 

Did we really just do that big 245 gig? I have to pinch myself that we did. And 
I don’t think the Lord is anywhere near done with us yet. In fact the journey is 
still only just beginning. Everything we do comes our praise and worship and 
our prayer and we now have more musicians and vocalists coming forward. 
And an excellent team of organists and sound and video tech people. It’s 
been a heck of a journey but with God’s help we will … 

Mike Carpenter 
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150 YEARS OF CHILDHOOD 

M 

oved by the plight of children living on the streets of London, Methodist     
minister Thomas Bowman Stephenson founded his first ‘Children’s 
Home’, a renovated stable in Church Street, at London’s Waterloo, in 
1869. 

The first two boys to go into the Church Street home were Fred and George 
Grey. They were admitted on 9 July that year. The Wesleyan Methodist      
Conference gave formal support to the home in 1871. A year later, a second 
home opened in Edgworth, Lancashire, and by 1908 the charity had grown to 
become the National Children’s Home and Orphanage (NCH). 

Today the NCH is known as Action for Children, and in July 2019 they marked 
150 years of helping vulnerable children and young people. To commemorate 
the occasion, the charity launched a nationwide search for the descendants of 
some of the UK’s first children in care. The charity is also launching a         
campaign asking the public to ‘Choose Childhood’ and help urge the            
Government to commit to an action plan to give every child a safe and happy 
childhood. See more about this campaign at                                                                       
www. actionforchildren.org.uk/choosechildhood. 

Based on an item in the Autumn 2019 issue of Methodist Heritage News used with    
permission. 

Looking for something to do?                                                                                                 
Epiphany House Truro has the following programme: 

14-16th February Individual Guided Retreat. 

Friday 28th February Lent Art & Spirituality day led by printmaker and artist 
Caroline Marwood. Take home something you made! 

11th March Prayer and Painting one day retreat led by Maureen Edwards & 
Jim Seth. 

Friday 20th March The call of the wild, the feel of the holy. Day conference 
on Celtic Christianity led by Michael Mitton and Russ Parker. 

15-19th June Prayer and Painting retreat led by Susan Hillier and Rev Derek 
Collins. 

7th-12th September Walk the Cornish Celtic Way-this is based the book of 
the same title. I believe guests are transported each day to the place where 
the previous days walk finished. This means everyone gets a shower, good  
food and a comfortable bed each night as you return to Epiphany House. 

This is a sample of their programme. 

Any details from Epiphany House website or 01872 272249. 

Ann Foster 
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On the Sunday before Christmas we had a Christingle service led by Peter 
with Rev Doreen explaining the meaning of Christingles. Twenty four children 
present had an orange, a candle, red tape and sweets to make their own 
Christingle.  These were then lit and the children led the singing of Away in a 
Manger. A full congregation enjoyed singing several well-known carols and 
mince pies were served to everyone.  

After not having a Christmas party for several years one was organised for 
family and friends on January 10th.  Each chapel member was asked to bring 
an ‘old traditional’ party game and Kerrie and Liz did an excellent job in              
organising everyone, not always an easy job!! There was a special request for 
‘Little Ernie’ but Jean changed it to ‘Farmer Giles down on the farm’! The 
adults were just as loud as the children and much hilarity was shared by all. 
The games were enjoyed by old and young and delicious party food was soon 
devoured! Everyone had such a great time this looks as if it will be a regular 
event each year from now on.  

Maureen and Jean 

C$���&'�� �& T����++�&& C$�#�+  

We started our Festivities with the annual Christmas Meal and Entertainment 
which was as good an evening as ever.  The supper of beef casserole with 
roast potatoes and vegetables followed by trifle or crumble was enjoyed by 
everyone.  The entertainment that followed was varied with performers of 
different ages and talents(?) including Ella Tanner playing the flute and     
singing for us – now this is one talented young lady.  Also, lots of jokes from 
our compere, Keith Roberts, and various sketches including the ever popular 
and hilarious 12 Days of Christmas.  Other comical sketches included Janet 
and Irene having a chat at a bus stop (who knew Janet had been a pole 
dancer?), several ladies and one gentleman giving demonstrations of what 
they would have been if they weren’t on the stage, Ken and James with their 
usual humorous banter and, as a finale, our own Neil Burden as our Prime 
Minister!  The evening finished with carols introduced by Sheila.  Thanks to 
all the ladies and gentleman who helped with the cooking and serving, to 
Ruth for playing the piano for us and, of course, to all the entertainers. 

Our Charity Coffee Morning on 7th December in aid of St Petroc’s was an 
excellent affair with a good number of people coming along for coffee, mince 
pies and chat.  All were most generous and a total of £193.50 was raised.  
Thanks too to Lois Wild of St Petroc’s who gave us lots of promotional items 
for people to take away and who met the coach on the Parish Christmas 
Shopping Trip to give them to Jill. 

For the second year running, Carols around the Tree on Trebullett Green 
was held on the evening of 15th December.  Thanks must be given to David 
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and Suzanne Lamb of Stephenney who allowed us to light up the tree. Music 
was provided by a very good number of musicians which encouraged the 60 
or so who came along to sing their hearts out to well known carols whilst 
drinking the hot soup provided by Jane and her helpers. The weather cleared 
in time for the event and it went extremely well. During the singing, a                   
collection was taken for Action for Children. 

“What Does Christmas Mean to Us” was the theme for our carol service on 
Sunday 22nd December.  The  young people led the service using the letters 
of the word CHRISTMAS which were hung  behind the Nativity tableau         
created by Jill Price. Our favourite carols were sung with gusto, very ably led 
by Edward Lancaster on the organ. We also listened with pleasure to a duet 
from Ella and Daisy and with  Owen, Niall Jessie and Madison  joining in to 
sing the Calypso Carol. A first for Trebullett: a ”Pop up Choir” of 10 male 
voices sang “While Shepherds Watched” completely unrehearsed to a new 
tune. Edward again thrilled us all  with an organ recital. Interspersed with the 
singing.  Prayers, a short drama  and two readings helped us appreciate 
what Christmas is all about.  To end the service Niall made everyone think as 
he changed the middle S of CHRISTMAS which was for Santa with the last 
letter S which was for Saviour so placing the SAVIOUR  in the CENTRE of 
CHRISTMAS. which is where he should be!  A round of applause and the 
singing of We Wish You a Merry Christmas ended a meaningful service.  
Then. while we enjoyed hot drinks and mince pies, we took the opportunity to 
mingle and share. 

On Christmas Day the chapel was again full for Revd Jo’s Christmas       
Morning Service.  As always, this was a happy occasion with lots of greet-
ings of Happy Christmas and the singing of much loved carols. The children 
brought along some of their presents which was lovely to see. A fitting event 
for the start of this very special Day. 

Jill Price 

L��&�� 

The Church was very festively decorated for the Advent Family Service on 1st 
December led by Rev Cathy Arscott. The advent candle was lit by Denise Prout 
and her granddaughter Elizabeth, and mum Janet did the reading. Reverend 
Cathy, Frank and Elaine acted out the story ‘The First Christmas’ with many of 
the children dressing up and taking part.  The lesson was read by Jemma. All 
the children received presents from under the Christmas tree. Our trio of        
musicians were Denise Gribble on the organ, Becky Martin on the flute and 
Frank Arscott on the trumpet. The morning’s cash collection was for Action for 
Children and amounted to £116.45. 

On December 22nd the chapel was well attended for the Carol Service led by 
Rev Cathy Arscott.  The advent candle was lit by Jackie Chapman. Many took 
part with Charlotte Betteridge singing the first verse of ‘Once in Royal David’s 
City’ and  Jessica Maynard playing ‘O Come All Ye Faithful’ on the piano. The 
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od has a habit of sending his ‘mystery shoppers’ to us in the most in-
convenient of circumstances. Two visibly homeless persons in less 
than 24 hours. One sleeping in a shop doorway in the middle of town 

and the other in a small tent in freezing weather. What to do? How do we re-
spond? Don’t know, we haven’t really got a plan but our Lord is pretty clear on 
this. ‘Whatever you do for one of these you do for me’ is not really open for 
negotiation. So we had better sort this out and put our trust in Him. 

Yes, there are national and regional systems in place and although they are 
engaged they don’t seem to fit either circumstance. Person A is an                       
experienced and resourceful ‘traveller’ who simply requires a bit of company, 
some breakfast and a lift to his next destination where he has the possibility of 
accommodation for the rest of the winter. Person B has a bit of a support          
network and wishes to remain local. ‘Churches together’ are on the case and 
the night shelter is mentioned. It’s unused but requires a lot of TLC to bring it 
to an acceptable standard. It is authorised, offered and gratefully received. 
The infrastructure is built up around person B to a more acceptable standard. 
Not perfect but better than the street and a heck of a lot safer. 

And then comes the much more complex task of encouraging person B to 
work with the appropriate authorities and to get the help he clearly needs.  
Networking with agencies and other church groups as we go along and             
hopefully coming up with a plan that works.  

While recognising that these guys are the ones who are visibly homeless. 
There are many more out there who are couch surfing and who never come to 
our attention or to the recognised authorities  

Is person B sorted? No, not yet. But we did our best and we trust in the Lord to 
do the rest.  

Mike Carpenter 
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The 2019 Conference received a report setting out the actions taken since the 
2018 Conference expressed its concern about the crisis in housing and  
homelessness. The Conference commended the work taken by churches and 
communities across the Connexion to support people experiencing           
homelessness and to provide housing and combat the housing crisis. The 
Conference agreed to encourage circuits and districts to consider increasing 
the social impact of property in local mission, and posed the question of how 
property might play a part in a holistic housing strategy of reduction, respite, 
recovery and reconnection. The Conference urged the Government to        
accelerate its targets to eliminate rough sleeping, allow local authorities to 
build more housing and to enable the building of more genuinely affordable 
homes as a means of building stronger and more cohesive communities. 

                                     Reproduced from the Autumn 2019 edition of ‘the connexion’. 
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art Five of a Series of “Reflections” in the Methodist Recorder by     
Martin Turner. 

I feel both embarrassed and troubled that it has taken so long in this 
series for me to look at a biblical leader who is a woman. In 1974 I trained 
alongside some of the first cohort of women ministers. By the time I finished 
my active ministry in 2015 I had served under a number of women            
Presidents and District Chairs and the chair of my trustees at Westminster 
was a woman. My concern was not their gender but their effectiveness in the 
leadership role they held. 

The Bible models a patriarchal pattern of leadership which largely excludes 
women and 2,000 years later it still is a scandal that in the Roman Catholic, 
Orthodox and hard-line Evangelical Church that pattern of exclusion still    
continues; a patriarchal pattern is not fit for purpose in the 21st century. 

In the Old Testament a stand out female leader is Deborah. There was a    
vacuum of leadership after Joshua and “the Lord raised up Judges” (Judges 
2. 16) to provide leadership, one of these was Deborah (Judges 4. 4). She 
was clearly a person of great wisdom for we are told that the Israelites went to 
her to have their disputes settled. Then in her prophetic spiritual leadership 
role she speaks out God’s word, urging her faltering commanders to take    
action. Barak, her chief commander, says he will only go to fight if she comes 
with him, if she will not go, neither will he! A great victory ensues and the 
credit is all hers. Deborah then offers a great song of praise to God (Judges 5. 
5), in her wisdom realising that the glory should not be hers but God’s. One of 
the great settled periods of Israel’s history follows as under her leadership 40 
years of peace follows. 

Deborah was a woman who cut across the cultural norm of her day. May    
sexism, overt or innate, never keep us from having the leaders God wants. 

The Rev Martin Turner is a supernumerary minister in the Gloucestershire circuit. This 
article is reproduced here with permission. 

Friday of each month and the contact is Daphne Tucker on 01566 782001. 

In addition to the two lunch clubs above mention should also be made of 
Central’s Breakfasts which are open to all and held on the first and third    
Sundays of the month at 9.15am. 

From time to time Boyton Chapel puts on a soup and sweet lunch. For       
further information contact Agnes Colwill on 01566 774322. 

Also the Lezant Lunch Club meets regularly using the facilities at Trebullett 
and every Wednesday there is a lunch provided for the Over Sixties of     
Linkinhorne Parish at the Crosslink Centre, Upton Cross. 
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bible readings were read by Frank Arscott, Brian Balsdon, Rodney Allin and 
Gill Thorne with the children placing nativity figures in the stable at the     
appropriate time,  and a piece entitled ‘Joseph’s Dream’ was read by      
Denise Prout and a poem by Anne Shopland. A prayer was led by Fiona 
Betteridge. We were joined by the Lifton Singers who sang two songs about 
the Birth of Jesus under the musical directorship of Leslie and Mary          
Mazur-Park, who also accompanied the carols on oboe and organ                    
respectively joined by Frank Arscott on the trumpet.  Mary and Leslie                   
delighted everyone with two beautiful pieces played at the beginning and 
end of the service. The cash collection was for ‘All We Can’ and amounted 
to £278.00. Coffee, mince pies and cream were much enjoyed after both 
services. 

The Christmas Day Service was led by Rev Cathy Arscott. The collection 
and donations in lieu of Christmas cards which was for St Petroc’s Society 
for the homeless amounted to £204.85. 

Our January Family Service was led by Anne Rowe with her theme being 
‘Show and Tell’. In keeping with the time of Epiphany stories were told and a 
game played. Charlotte sang the first verse of the carol ‘As with Gladness 
Men of Old’, Jemma and Jessica read a poem about the ‘Wise Men’, with 
Jemma also reading a lesson, and Jessica reading the first verse of ‘Shine, 
Jesus, Shine’.  There was a time for show and tell when the children each 
showed a gift they had received at Christmas, with some of the adults       
joining in this as well. The children were also kept busy by colouring and 
decorating New Year cards. Rev Cathy Arscott was the organist with Frank 
Arscott on trumpet and Becky Martin on flute. Coffee and mince pies were 
once again enjoyed after the service. 

New Year Family Social 

A great time was had at the New Year Social held on Saturday 11th          
January.  Many thanks to Tess Stone, Becky Martin and Frank Arscott for 
organising the crafts, games and quizzes, which was followed by a delicious 
tea - thanks to everyone who brought food and helped in the kitchen. 

Coffee mornings 

Our next monthly coffee morning will be held on  Wednesday 5th February 
at 10.30am at the chapel with Mary Edgecombe talking about Torquay 
ware.  All are welcome. 

Wednesday 4th March – coffee morning – everyone is invited to bring fridge 
magnets.  All welcome. 

         Diane Northey 
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ev David and Liz Miller have accepted the invitation to come to      
Launceston Area Circuit as Superintending minister from September 
2020.  

They will be living at the Penn Kernow Manse. They have two adult children 
and one grandchild all of whom live elsewhere in the country.  

They have sole responsibility for an elderly Aunt who is in a residential home 
and are committed to visiting her in the Bournemouth area every fortnight. 

David and Liz both feel the calling is more important than the rank and so 
were prepared for either a superintendent or presbyter  role. David comes 
with a wide range of experience having been involved with several Circuits 
where traditional, modern and Fresh Expressions have combined successfully 
to make a modern Circuit that has something for everyone’s preferred style. 
Both Liz and David were engineers in a previous life and then Liz trained as a 
teacher. David has a passionate desire for people to have a personal          
relationship with Jesus and looks to walk alongside people on their faith     
journey. 

They have a shared interest in Classic cars and greasy hands! 

Both are really excited to be coming to Launceston and are looking forward to 
this varied Circuit. 

Ann Foster 
Circuit Steward 
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t Pipers Pool and Coads Green lunch clubs have been established 
which aim to provide good food and to foster friendship and fellowship 
in their communities. The reports that follow provide an insight into their 

formation and activities. 

Pipers Pool 

We thank Maureen Jones for this item:  

“Pipers Pool lunch club was started 15 years ago serving meals on the third 
Thursday of every month. We have continued this with only a short break    
during our recent refurbishment. Each month we serve a main course,               
dessert, homemade biscuits and After Eights. We ask for a donation of at 
least £5 each, but find that several people give us more! We served our               
Annual Christmas lunch in December and 42 meals of roast turkey with all the 
usual trimmings were served. Christmas puddings were homemade and     
enjoyed by all. We now have five ladies who regularly help with the cooking, 
one 87 year old who makes the biscuits and two ladies who lay the tables and 
help with the washing up! If you are interested in joining us please speak to or 
telephone me on 01566 86855 to book a place or to be put on a waiting list.” 

Coads Green 

We thank Daphne Tucker for this item: 

“The refurbishment of Coads Green Chapel was finished in 2005, culminating 
in a new roof and a chapel parlour with new toilets and a brand new kitchen. It 
was, at this time, that Daphne Tucker, Alison Gribble and Sarah Perry        
decided to put the new facilities to good use by establishing a monthly lunch 
club for the community, offering a home-cooked meal specifically for those of 
retirement age who would be able to enjoy the companionship and              
conversation of those in similar circumstances. A number of grants were     
applied for and three applications were successful. The money bought pots, 
pans, crockery and equipment sufficient to cook for over thirty or more diners. 

The first lunch club was launched in February, fourteen years ago. The format 
has always remained the same, with a hot main course, a choice of sweets, 
cheese and biscuits, sweet biscuits, coffee and tea served in a relaxed setting 
with tablecloths and flowers adorning each table. At Christmas there is a carol 
service with cards and presents for all. 

There is a regular team of helpers from a small group of cooks to those who 
help prepare and serve the meals and clear up. It is an enjoyable monthly 
event for all concerned and there have been few changes in personnel. 

Coads Green Community Lunch Club is an independent, self-funding,           
non-profit making organisation and is subject to the same rigorous health 
checks as any other outlet serving food. Thirty two diners can be comfortably 
accommodated and most dietary requirements are catered for. New members 
are welcome as it is a wonderful way to bring together those who are still 
young at heart to share good food and fellowship. The Club meets on the first 


